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Sikhay: Sustenance
for body and spirit

In DAWN's livelihood
project, women clients
not only learn how to
sew shirts and bags for
a living, but also
discover that they lave
the capability to mend
their torn hopes.

Members of Sikhay work to meet an increasing nember of arders from Japan

AT any given workday, including
Saturday, vou will find ac the
AWM office several women
hard at work on several sewing ma-
chines, their workroom swathed in the
colosful designs of batk texnles

The wotkmom looks ke any or-
dinary small-enterpmse undertaking,
with each worker doing her oun past
in the process of making such prod-
ucts as shires, vests, bags, Aproms,
pouches, eveplass holders, penholders
and lerter holders. Except thar these

women have something in common—
_|.=F-.'|n.

Three of the women used to be
what 15 commonly known in the Phil-
ippines as “Japayula™—a collogual
term for overscas workers, often
women, who work in Japan as enter-
tuinets. Twoof the other wormen have
had Japanese husbands, whie the sixeh
had a Japayukd daughter who died and
left her a Japanese-Filipmo grandson.

It is an odd mux of workers, each
with her own poignant story, cach wath
her cum testimonies of how dreams
of abetter life can crumble m the face
of exploitation and the clash of cul-
tures. And yet each is a testimony of
the things one can do to overcome
tragrechy.

“Two of the women, Letty and
Lauda, had shown an early interest in
sewing When Mel Nugui, who was
then exécutive director of another
nongovernment aiganzaton devoted
to women workers, gave the
arganizaton’s chents chodoes of alter.
native livelihood, the roo volunteersad
for sewing lessons.

“T've always loved to sew and make
things with my hands" says Loida.

Continued on paga 10
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In the
shadow

of APEC

MUCH has been sald about the
APEC summit. Too much, in fact,
yet also too littke, as far as how
APEC as a whole undermines
women in underdeveloped coun-
fries, One need only fo go & siep
beyond the hype and ook at the
grassroots to hear this disturbing
silence; one nead only to direct
one's perspective inward—not out-
ward, as the proponents of global-
ization want us o do. While these
peaple preach about how global-
izalion opens the door of opportu-
nity for business groups, Wwomen's
access lo basic resources and em-
ployment is being compromised.

Mever has the plight of ower-
s@as women workers become so
dim as it is now, in the pale light of
APEC. The muffled voice in the
shadow af APEC has the face of
women—=Sarah Balabagan, Mari-
cris Sloson, Flor Conlemplacion.
Their story, along with that of many
wamen “entertainers” abroad,
hawve been screaming exploiative
labar for years, incriminating avi-
dence not only of a country's eco-
nomic obstacles bul of the social
inequality it embraces.

Globalization maans flarce
market competition. It dislocates
families, communities and women.
In the wake of globalization, the
labor sector has acguired an in-
creasingly female labor force. But
this labor is burdened with casual
and subcontracted work as well as
piece-rate payment. Labor stan-
dards have been set aside, thus

leaving informally employed
women and children unprotected.

Women comprise 39 parcent
of the labor population in the Phil-
ippines, and about 48 percent of
these women fall between the age
of 15 and 24. Fifty-six percent of
this labor force can be found in the
agricultural sector, while the ra-
maining 31 percent is distributed
in other sectors. These statistics
prove that these low-income
women are under-represented in
other occupations.

The greatest impact of new |
technologies has been in the area |
of traditional women's crafts and
cottage industry production. Third-
wave technology training has left
many woman still unaducated. The
women whao used to work the land
and were important contributors to
food production in the past de-
cades have now bean given redun-
dant roles. This is a crucial prob-
lem that offen gives many women
no chalca but to seek employment
abroad.

Waomen have always played a
central role in our informal
ecenomy. APEC, with its principle
of globalization and free trade, is
pughing more and mMore Women
inie the labor market abroad, Half
or more of those who leave the
country are women; Filipina
women are known mainly as do-
mestic helpers and entertainers.
Indeed, most of them eam maore

Continued an pagea 11
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Heraldmg a
new morning for
mlgrant women

The birth of DAWN and the many things
it has accomplished in barely one year's time.

LAWN broke over the Phulsppine ho-
rzon in early 1996, when seven mndi-
viduals with different backgrounds bur
with a common passion—helping mi-
prant ammen—met ar 4 nohs’ oesi-
dence in Quezon City to mudanfe the
hirth of a new institumon that would
serve their cause.

The seven were  Aurcra
Lambeano, an [CM sister; Mel Nugui,
who has had extensive experience help-
Ing women overseas workers; Lyn
Resurreccion, a journalist; Perlita
Domingo-Flotes, a health warker; Dr.
Juliz Racquel Renandoa medical doc-

tor; the Rev Leonpardo R Morada, &
pastar; and Corazon Valdez-Fabros, a
banper:

“We saw the imporance of con-
trauingr our work,” relaes Mugud, who
would later be appointed as executive
derector of the new organization.

Soan after fleshing our the detadls
of the new development agency, the
group began talking to people who
could join the board.

Amoty those who readily asseneed

to be members were Andrea Dommga
and Bongvie Pardilln.
On Februasry 6 that same year, the

The officers of
DAWN discuss

the direction and
objectives of the
e OFganizatiosn

Drevelopment Acoon for Wimen MNet
work (DAWN) was segistered ot the
Securines and Exchange Commuission
AS @ m:-npmﬁl:, nonstock crranixation,

The tasks

Mo the T-I:II.I:EIZ'I.I!I' task began: of
not only kncpmg the m—gmurnurmqhm:
but also ensunng that it will make a
difference in the kives of migrant
women workers.

AN saw ite mission as all.en-
compassing—from the mtry-gritty of
heiping returning women workers ret
their bearings back, to lobbying for leg-
wslation that would protect the welfare
and digmity of these women

For instance, when a woman mi-
grant worker returns o the Philippines,
DAY can help lessen her anxietses
by meeting her at the airport and help.
ing her contact her family. The organi-
zation does this by coordinating with
15 nerworks in [apan and with arrpore
personnel

Should the woman have sowhere
to stay in Metro Manila, as often hap-
pens with those from the provinces or
thoae wha have lost contact wath thedr
famlses, DAWN helps arrange tempo-
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rary shelter for her and her children
through shelter facilines provided by
other organizations.

The services

DA also provides medical care
tz the women and theis children. Itaka
helps children of distressed mugrant
women conte thelr education whibs
their demand for paternal recognition
and suppaort is being worked out.

Lerty, for instance, one of
DAWNS clients, has a daughter who
has been abandoned by her Japanese
father. Because Letry knew that among:
the few things she can give her child =
a pood education, she enrolled her
daughtet at a private Catholic schoal
DAY provides educational assis-
tance for her daughters tmtion and
schonl needs

DAWM alio provides coonseling
services to help the women process
therr experences, cope with their prob-
lems and start a new Lifie 1 plans oo cre-
ate zelf-help and encounter groups
among women clients,

OFf course, starting 4 new life
means not just having mental, physi-
cal and social well-being, but also v
ing up Joose ends m one’s life. This i
where DAWN'S legal and paralegal as-
sistance comes i The organization
helps gather documenes and imformia-
pon needed for the parernal recogni-

BETited] o a0

T g !. s
i r

One of the earliest
Board meetings
discussed the
assence of DAWN
and its services

tion and support for the women's Japa-
nese-Filipino children. Nerworks in
Japan help trace the fathers and nego-
tiate or file cases for paternal recogni-
tion and support DAWD also assists
the migrant women and their familics
in filing formal complants wath the
Department of Foreign Affairs, the
Department of Labor and Employ-
ment, and other government agencies.

Oine such case was that of Bom
and hee 3-year-old son whose Japanese
father refused to recognize him, One
of the lawyvers working on the case in
Japan filed a case m that country A
Japanese court ordered a DN A test on
the boy and the father. The test proved
that the boy was the father's son, and
the father finally recognized the som.
Megotatons for support are now go-
M o,

DAWN has also not forgotten that
oneof the reasons wiy the women kefi
the country m the firsr place was eco-
nomic: focd for the family table; cloth-
g and shelter for themsehves and their
farnilies. Thar is why one of DA
Aagahip Progeams 15 108 COME-ren:
erating project, Sikhay.

The alternatve hvelihood aspect
of DAWNS services sims to assist
women and their famihes develop
their skills and zet up alternative
soirces of lvelthood. Sikhay iz the
DIgAMIEAtOns plonecring project,

where women not only earn by sew-
ing shires, bags and other products out
of batk cloths, but also leasn that
there 15 indeed a choice other than
going back to the uncertamnties of life
on foreign shores.

Education and information

Yet AW knows that in order
to help its women clients, it must go
beyond looking after the immed:ate
needs of the women, 1o seeks to rase
the general awareness abour the plight
of migrant women workess, and it does
=0 by educating not only the women
but also society at large

Already, plans for posters, ifooma-
tion cards, and primers on the situation
of women frigrants i Japan and the
rights of migrants are in the making
(Thas newslenter, for mstance, is part of
the informaton and education program
oof the otgsnzation. |

(“hients ate given a berter perspec-
trve of their aimaton through semi-
mars and workshops These help to
raize the level of consciousness af
wormen and children and make them
active participants m advocacy wark.
DAY aloo sees seminars and similar
activities as “preventive educamon™
AMUOLE WOMET, _

In August 1996, for instance, it
held & women's arentaton semiaE,
with Petite Peredo as resource person.
Peredo is a woman acovist and devel-
opment worker with extensive adhvo-
cac waork n human I!'iﬁl'lrﬁ. E-]'Iﬂl::iilll}'
woamen-related Esucs Around 15 pas-
ticipants were made aware of their
nighis a8 women,

Networking and advocacy

Metworking and advocacy are also
an integral part of DAEMS work. The
otganization focuses on the campaign
om the government’s labor export pobcy,
violence Apminst mj.gr.’l.ﬂl woinien, waf-
Bcking m wmamen, on-site protection for
migrant women workers, and other la-
bor-related 155ues

It lobbies for fvorable policies
and laws on women migrants snd their
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chaldren, and is work-
g on expanding its
network among
schonls and other orga-
nizations here and
abroad, AWM helps
spread awareness abour
the plight of its chents
by providing materials
and resource persons
to reach out o Families
and migrants.
Exposure wisit ex-
changes bave also
proven invaluable in
keeping both those in
Japan and the Philp-
pines mformed abour

developments i cach  petite Peredo emphasizes a point during a seminar-workshop

others backyaed.

In Febroary 1994,
for matance, rght afrer AN was ser
up, Se Auring Zambrano and Mel
Mugui were invited in a senes of meet-
mgs 10 explore possible areas of co-
opreration with proupsin the different
Prefectures i Japai

While thete, Sater Auting learned
that amosg the bippest problems of
mugtants i1 Japan i the “overstaying
of women whee continue to work de-
spite the lack of proper vigas™

Sister ,"'u.uri,:ng fucrtes i Puer r.l.i::r:,-' of
the week-long visiz “As many as M
percent fot the women| are forced o
o NG Pro|otuten in order 1o remain
w1 |apan and suevive.”

ther problems include “drug
pushing and drug addicton, drorce
and complicated relanonships wich
Japanese men or other Filipinos with
famibies in the Phalippines, the chikdren
they have, wife battenng, and abandon-
ment

Partners

Such seriois problems canmot be
addressed by one orpanizabnon alodie.
Hence, DAYN has actively sounght
partnets in helping rebuild the lves of
theae wormen and childeen.

Te beas affiliared uself widh the Glo-
bal Alliance Apainst Trafficking in

Women, based m Bangkok, and works
hand in hand with the Citizens’ MNer-
work for Japanese-Filipmo Children
(CNIFEC) based in Tokyo, the Asian
Women Empowerment Project
{AWEP) based in Kobe, the Japan In-
teranonal Center for the Rights of the
Child (JICRC) based in (Fsaka, the
Lawvers for fapanese-Fibipano Childeen
(LIFC) based in Tokyo, the Kitam:
Malygraya based m Hokkaido, Jachireo,
iz well as the Asia anun Women's Ee
source Cenier, and Phibppine-based
DIgANIZATions,

AWEP belps DAMT onith 1tz lve-
bheod program and aces as Sikhay's
markenng group in Japan, CR|FC and
JICRC provide essental support in
the cases of [apanese-Filipina chal-
dren, LIFC works on the legal cases,
while Kitnmi Maligava assists in the
scholarship of children as well as pro-
vide support for the hvelthood pro-

ek

Volunteers

Amvong the mndwviduals who have
provided suppoee to DAY i3 Agmes
Bencko Hara, who gaves Sikhay mem-
bers Mihonggo lessons rawce o week
She also poins actvities mvolving the
Japanede-Filipino children, and once in

a while helps in Sikhay
work and I oresourcs
mnhilization.
Another volunteer,
Yok Shirane, helps in
further developmg the
skills of Sikhay mem-
bems. A thed volonmeer,
Kumiko Anada-Sayo,
helps in the transtanon
of communicanons,
and in nerworking and
resource butlding,
Sradenrs from the
Aveneo de Manaln Ul
versty and the Polyiech-
nic Universiry of the
Phulippines who are do-

Hypr prractcurn 25 well as
sermemaitans fooem CICR

dhoii pastoral weock wath
AWM have alao been helpful

PUTTING up an organization can be
challengring work, especially when ypou
have likeminded individuals who are
deeply concerned about the hardships
ard tramas that auprant women work-
ers go through. DAWN has also been
heartessed by imital support from The
Glabal Fund for Women, the
Metrobank Foundation, the Philip

pane-Japan Foundabon for Japanese-
Filipino Children, CICM, TCM, the
Pag-asa Human Development Foun-
daoon, the Alay Buhay Center for Die-
velopment, the Tokyo-based Japan
Rainbow Group and the Carmelite Sis-
ters of Chanty-Vedruna, the MNational
Commission on the Role of Filipino
VWiomen, and several others

It 15 amazing what dedication,
hard work and commitment can do
te make an orgamizaton grow, as what
has happened with DA,

The people behind the organzanon
kniow that after is haprism of fre dur-
ingr ifs esr vesr, many more tests by
ahesd. But it knows thar, eventually,
there wall be Hghtan the honzon. As the
women and childeen it has helped real-
i, dawn always comes after even the

darkest might
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A drawing ses=ion
(right) with Jeff,
Camwy, Lizlland, YoM,
Kon, Junko and
Homylouw ot the
DAWHN affice on April
2T, 1994, with Mal
Nugqul, the
imstitution's

andcirtlve director.
Th& sassions halp
thie childran imtorasct
with sach other

and express their
own fealings.,

Zooial Scienoe students
from the Ateneo de Manila
Universlly (above) whe sra
doing praciicam work with
DAWN posa with the silaff
and Sikhay members and
ont of the Japanese-Filipino
children on December T1,
1558, &t the DAWN office.

LEARNING,
PLAYING,
SHARING

DAWN's activities in pictures,

Arlene (left), o worman
client, joins her daughiers
i m misnslsar for the
Chreistmias program, &8
oiher clemnls and tho
DAWN staft gloafully
look on. For some of
the families, the DAWN
Christmas parly on
Dgcambar 13, 1954,
Wk one of the Tow
ocoasions that thoy got

to have fun together.
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Ralph and Beany (below left), saen here with the Japanssa-Fillping children, are CICM seminarians doing
pastoral work with DAWN. On this occasion, Dctober 13, 1994, they had preparsd & whole day of games,
songs and videowatching at the CICM Compound In New Manlila, Queren City. Among thaoso who

snlertsined the children was Ms. Agnas Mincks Hara, a Japsnese soluntoer (Below right)

Some Jlapanese-FHllpne children {beiow)
listen attentively as Sr Aurors Zambrano,
DAWHN prasident, 1ells a story during a story-
taling saszion at the Muses Pambata on
Doctober 19, LO0E,

"i".EI - " WL IRE | Fi
L L. f L [ ] []
N e, LY !

Slkhay members and DAWN staff and
voluntesrs (laft) pose with Kazumi Moriki of
thie Asian Women's Empowerment Prajedt
[AWEP) in Bagwio City on August 24, 1998,
after sourcing materials for Sikbay products.

/
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By KUMIKO ANADA-SAYD

WHERNEVER [ enver the DAWE of-
fice, the Aese thing thar always grests
mee are the smiles of i women cBents
wha work o the outer offce sewibg
btk prndue:n:.'lhn: 15 one of the rea-
sons why [ keep coming back. “To be
able 1o see these women sindle despine
the hardshaps and the hearthreaks that
they have suffered 5 enmegh o make
e el encouraped

I've abxaya been inreresmed noso
cial msues and wocaal |:|'|=.|1.E|.', suhcon
scacualy aleen | was poumger, bot con-
scpoaizhy when [ started goang o |:|:|Il-.'|_!;-:~.
1 think T cease this 1o Iy parcnts [ comme
from o ruml communty in Japan where
everilaxdy knovas everypone: My father
was @ Farmes, yerdespite the hand work
i the fields, he aften found ome o do
commauntty work. My mother was
deeply mvodved m social work, too Her
genedons sparl rubbad off o me, Tl
epatit sewer kel bet, for even now, when
she’s more thian G0 vears okd, she anll
helps at 3 home for the aged near our
comaranly

Aasdu-Sonm A6, sonki 5 irresy, franiks-
dar awd' ooomliesor for somonr [atanese prash
TR _||.1:|:ﬂ.lrllr.l mrdya g, Tl 0 meprmed
e,

Continuing

a litelong

commitment
to social work

I remember this one event in my
life rhar bexe p-:~||'mp$ nh:;lpq;'l Ky il
look on social work. Inour commuo
nity there was 3 mentally handicapped
pradh in hds twecnties He was dign, and
hie smelled: the chaldren and somie of
the eowmatolk offen made fun of him.
But he only souled back at all the
eaunds He was really haemibess He even
found work carepmg frewood from
one skde of toum ro che other. He of-
ten passed bv our house, and my
mother would call our bo hdm, askusg
b tex dio ol pobs. [ rensen, shee gaoce
him tea and food. And aboars he e
cigrricatad her Kindness with his inho-
cent smile. [ grew fond of him.

dinada-Eaya {lefl) helps out DAWN's Mel Nugul in transiating communiocations

Four ome dav he did noe !':m;s.h:.l ks
boruse, Amd ehe next day And dee day
after. [ foond our laper thar his rela-
oves had him commutted 1o 2 mental
inatinwtody Bl on a seschy moun i,

1 fedr sad. I kearned lacer thar shis
wis happeming all over jspan: the
marginahized and the handicapped
were being sent off to mstitubons. [
wondersd: Why? Why do they have o
1salase thess f Thesr so-called
handicaps were partly created by the
people around them, the commmary
Why net allow the commanity 1o rake
care of them?

When 1 aeir v college [ ook up
a depres m soced work, bas 1 never got
to be formally emploved 23 a socal
wirther—aod wi Jagein, whens Dt a
socinl worker oeani '-.l.lnlking 1 IfisH-
tubions 5o 1 became o repocies for o
community newspaper, because that
way 1 feft more useful o those who
bave less i hife,

Eleven vears ago | decxded to ex
paned my boozans The coving to serve
o people meant thar 1 had 1o bearn
thie ]'".11g||5|1 Innguage—. aoe | came o chie
Phalippenes.

1 empolled for o masers degree in
excial wogk ar the Linveesity of the
Plibippnes, and at the same ame |

woried For viirous fapancse media oul-
frts witly bureans in the Philippimes.

While working as 2 mdio broadcaseer
i & Japanitse cadio poogmarn hese @ the
Phalippanes, T began to ger calls from
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Filipana women who have wocked in Ja-
para. 1 began po empazhize wach them
l.ndlh-r_i:fq:n.nuc-l'-iﬁp'mu:h.ildmn M
about the same time, rh: Eeape Spory of
Plancos Sioson, o Fi O EOCErmIner
who dbied a myspencus death it Japan,
beoke, T first resd 2bour it 0 2 mapga-
zme. That &= where [ also learned about
Mtt['-«lr.rqli ataid the teong OV eTIariEnr G-
ganganon she previously headed.

fh.u:ln.ﬁ_m'r raclic prrogTiam, I eould
aof keep my mouth shur abous illegal
recrudters and the Sscson case. The sta-
gion marsager forbade me o daseuss the
case, % we had sponsoes who alse had
EECTLISIME T IREOICies

S 1 peaignasd

That was when [ wohenbesred my
services to hiel and her -E-:Enn:i:ll:lun.
I also began working a3 3 trunshros
Sometimes | would wadve my mansla-
fion fees 10 J::s-:i:hnn_ge- tear FuppoTt for
]‘JJ.I.':II.M:I‘I.‘I.IEI.‘II.‘II: women. The support
often came 1n the form of legal help.

Taday 1 help DAWN reanslace
coemdmLnicanons recemed that are o
Japanese, and also do rescurce build-

ing, | also #ct a3 ason with inesesed
Japanese proups, mchuding those m the
mechin

by great comcemn nght noow s the
Japanese-Fispino chuldren. | am worsed
abour ther Ransre 1 soe these childeen
A5 agents of peace, as bndpes berween
i cubtures Whenever | am
irvited oo ralk about the jssue of Fili-
pino migran: workees, | abways menton
th childnen amd the Bt that ey can
help cemens 2 pood and lestng relznon-
sha berween Japan and the Philippines.

I dom's petany remmnesaron (o oy
valunreer work. Inatead, T profit more
becamse of the Em.'-'l.l.rh:dgc that I am
conmimng wihar seeme o be o Bielong
callng, somethmg that my mosher and
father starbed. lg,l: bon from the
woren clients of TRASWM, 1 have scen
goane of them slowly mansfoem from
the hroken persons that rJ:|.e:|.' wied 1o
be into the confslent women that [ see
cday 1 am encouraged by tlseir effor
e fight for their funare

That, o me, 15 COMpensation

enough

In a woman's

1 HAVE been vising tlwe DAWN of-
Boe fos almost o vear noay often on
Sururdays and on special occasions. It
i part of my apastolate, my focma-
gom 10 CICM. 1t an ntegral part of
iy prepacation for our future mings-
Iy 45 mdssionanies

1 share stones, lughter and jokes
swath thee araff of DANEN and the mem-
bers of Sikhm Somenmes [ siin dur
mg thexr meetmgs. When AN cli-
enis By thei childocn 1 the affice,
T woslanmtesr as 1.'-:.I.'p:.'::|||:|=r whale the
mothers wark m the lvebhood proo-
gram of DAV, W all have lunch
1|:|-g;tr'h.=|:, and 1 u:sml]:,r leave the office
m the afternoon. Unce in o whale we
have special activities—an outng with
the childeen, o pagny o & visit o the
TN Bionese,

| am prateful tor having met the
people of DAWN and Sikhay, [ have

world

learned many tharsgs Ffroon them. 1 ad-
mare then determenatson oo F@h: foar
thear nghts, 1 am amaved by their per.
severnnde. [ hey
have opencd my
eyes o the peality
thar bife outside
the wallz of the
seFrinEsy % oot al-
WAYE LAy
The fact that
ol che sraff of
DAY and the
members of
Gikhay age
awnmen ke my
visats ter their office abaays specal, o
by poocesa. Tees a diffecent waodd,
seen from the pesspective of women
| 11.|.:r]'h'.|-|:|= | hn:,mrm'mmsmllm:.l,
muade thet lives 2 biele easier 1o bear
Broslver By CICM

Ralph and Benmy

Sharing
laughter and
experiences

A5 far as T ko, thas is the first teme
for & CICM semanarian like myself
to have an spostolate among a
compossd entisely of women. This
is different fram my past exposures,
and the adpustment and Dexibibiy 1
biave had o sloawr b dsdesd helped
M PFIOW 25 & PErson.

Despribe moy Emited, onee-a-aeek
visit 1o the LANN office, 1 have
learned a lot fram thes apostolate. |
sometmmes also vime them at their
hoties 50 [ can uiderstand berter the
late they e My encounter with
wonen who preveously worked m fa
pan has changed my perception of
them. | realize that every woman i
DWANSTN is somchor & ::l'l:n:n.n-n and
|:||:|:||:1|.::I: of the .-.-:I-I:i.l:t:.' in athich e
Irve. Im every persin 1 see the polin-
cal, econoaic, religious and calnural
biases of our SDOETE

Then: are many thigs o admar
phout AW and its chents
Mhough the group s sall young, the
couragpe they have shown m seamd-
ing wp for what ia
nH_hrFL'ﬂh' thpirs de-
spite the odds 1s
worth emudatmng Tn-
deed, this iz helpang
in ‘my formanon nz a
FroiSaicnary

Ao evere nmme |
leawe the nffice, | al
ready book fearwand o
wisdring themy again. |
want o listen to
e Eborics, e pgan
i the laughtee, 6o share iy own
thoughts The moments with rthe
group [ will abways chenish. | salaee
the women and [ bope they contmue
thewr steaggle

Raiph Mestosamente, CICM
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Sikhay

“And | svw the potential of such a live-
kilvaod ™

W are leamme a kot from Yok
Letre and Minta wdd Yok Shirne &5 a
_]np-:m:m: vilunceer whi 15 an CEQEET i
pattern making

W e :‘J'u.qm and severa nchers set
up AWM, Lowda and five others
ol the tew arganization & clicnis
They became the first heneficanes of
DAWN' livelhood program, called
Sikap Bohay, o Sikhay, whach was st
up on March 5, 1926 Magqui had seen
how successful the sewang project had
been, and decided to continue 1t
theough Sikhay The program stacted
with pwo borrowed sewing machines
and severzl baok cloths Toda, one
veas Ixter, Sdklay cin boast of four
sewing machines, an edging machine,
a buttonholer, and cwouph product
Puimoyes o pay s suppliess a5 well o
lnae:pul:l the ml:rnd:l;- pllowance for the
gix wommen members

Sakap Baby ek, heetally, Vseov-
ing hard for a betrer life™ ar “self-cm-

cment.” [tis an ppropOate name
for DAWN' income-generabing pro-
gramm, and firs micely mio DAWTS'S
MAIN WS SIGn—In FIve Teiurning
women workers o better shot at a dug-
wified and srable e widsoun the many
pitfalls of workmng abrosd.

“Of course Sikhay 15 not just
il B0 Gedd et cBeavts and theo G-
:'.I':.',“ El.]'!-hﬂ'l:l HL‘H:iu.L e 1 7 h-n:lpr. ek
these women realize that of one only
knows where and how 1o look, they
need nog = beyond our shares 1o find
good work. The program offers a v
able altemnanve fo going to forsign
shores ™

Gikhan's benefits are not just mea-
s by tangpblde vard stecks, such as the
monthly allowance the women get oc
the food they place on the family able.
Tt hos also served to rebinld che shat-
tered comfdence of DAY worment
clicms

I remiember when Boo, one of
the women chients now I:h'.'rIE:E":I:I.TLE
from Sakha, fisst cane 1o ps" Fumiko
AnadasSayo, o vohentesr workes, re-
calls. “Every day all she did was cry
qussrly. She looked so lelpless and vul-
ncrabie ™

Buot now Boni s not onby 2 valu
alile gzt of Sakhay, bt has even e
gamed coough of her self-confidence
tey learm bonw po ze che COTTMMETET amd
do routine affice work.

DAWR S merwork and coifacrs if
Japan regulacly communicate with
Sikhay on what products 40 make and
hawar marn: "Har we alio make our own
suggestons, and we send samples w0
Japan vo sec i they would bke them
says !"-quuj.

Al ux current beneficares now
got sggulae allowance, enough to keep
bady and soul rogether as they come
to terms with thear pase, prapple with
the present, and marshal their strenpth
for the fumee

Pqui 15 excited gbout the poasi-
bihbes of Edﬂu} “The propgram has
grown in such a short ome that we're
thinking of designing Sdkhay’s oum la-
bel and srtaching it o the program’

|'l:u-.|l.|l:!:1- A ey uﬁml:uuu;-', | see the
Proram sp'inning nff Inkn a G-
tve. As we pet more clients who need
& lvelilvood o fead their family and
themsetves, Sikhay will prow Even now
wit have a hard tme catching up wich
afders. We cectainly need more
people.”

Like most enterposes, Sikhay has
its oan lean season. Because the
program’s man customers o in fa-
pan, the group's production outpur s
dependent on Japan’s weather. "The
ok vt wpe the lean months,™ says
Heend, "That'’s becanse oue shirts, veats
and other wearables are made of light
matecsl, not ideal for k.I!EFl:I'LF: WIETIL
When the fall season stams in Japan,
that’s when we stare m get fewer Of
diexs”

Rag the women keep themselves
busy just the same, making products
in anvcapation of the high demand dor-
ing spreng and pemoce The iost
saleable tems are the aprons, women's
|:|l]:|;:| and sharts™ Lodds says.

Agtan Women's Empowerment
Project, a nongovernmsrnl ofganiza-
don in Kobe, lapan, helps Sikhay sl
its products throoph flea markets and
bazaars and by distriboting them to




sinac ]

ather mment argantzations s
Japan, 1t has also been assasmng Sakhay
1 che pp;qui-lmnn of machinmes, skills
trasnang, and office rental

Muequil i guick 1o point oot that |
1he program 15 juSt One COMMPOTIEnE |
the rehohibitagon of DIAWS'S clents
It certwinly hag given the wonsen |
miech hope for the funare, “This also .
shows the government that with thie | I
prcpt gukkance and the sghr oppos-
funibes, these women wouald mather stay
i the country aid be with therr fami- |
Bee than worsk in some foreign Tepd,” |

It is despersonon and abpect pov
erty that dmve these women sway from

Philippane shoses, Hunger and hope-
besances can make people do anvrhing
st o sy e, Bas goven a chosce, they
would rather no leave [t thes choce
that the government has not gven |

them |

H-uqm sn:,ls EIEIE!.I.II:'.LT!E these |
women to remain m the F

niz easy Ak Work abrosd paye much |

benter. But the women nesd o realize |

what they would have to give up m |

exchange bot the sought-after dollags: |

thesr digniry, rheir family, 2 sigrificant
part of their life .

Sikhay and DAWIN have shown |
their women clients thar thers & life
after Japan *"We all know thar thas 1s
really for us" says one of the women.
“That the swcoess of this progtam will
alzo ke our succezs.”

[ Hags A disticbiog

vis | abusive bosses and

Editorial
From page 2
than what they would pet bere, but at
the coat of loneliness, loss of dagnity,
il abmse, and even loss of liver
All the hiphly mdustnabzed na-
trons share a common perception of
Agia; it it 2 cheap soutce of labor
Owang 1o 2 lack of 2 stable economic
lifeline in therr cegons, millions of
Apixn women will-
ingly offer them-

selves up a3 hire-

side effect af the mi-
graonon of the labor
force 15 this: thod-
gande of uopio-
fecred female mi-
grant workers in
danges of falling
inta the hands of

subbuman workin

coduditions. APEC does mor provide
answers to the institutionalized
F:I'L'rLI'I.li.L'“E it countraes whete most
mrigrant wornen work,

Contribunog ro the massve exo-
dus of the Asian labar force are the
illegal recruitment agencies, man-
powet auppliers, overseas coploy-
MEnt Fromoters, and ather |:g:l.'| and
tlegal channels

What sweps hasthe povernment

Gender inequality
is not primarily
a matter of how
poor a country is,
but how committed
ta the realization of
equality its political
leadership is.

taken bo prevent the debasement of s
fernale labor forcer’ In the Philippanes,
the best that it could come up with are
cinply platitudes in tee fotem of Map-
li'FI:img" lehels. Torwadays overseas con-
tract workers are called bagpong bayan
of few heroes of the struggling
econanyy. Bur they aee treased as he-
roes not because of their personal sac-
eifices; they ape decened as Emportant
cinizens hecause of the amount of dol-
kars that they bong
i [ndood, gendet
mnequality g mog
promanly 3 macter
of how peor a
country is, bue
how commitied
in the realzation
of iy iks
Encal leadership s
We helisve
that ATPEC & oot
concerned with
the welfare of our
WHITLE |1-1|:I:ir_u.'|.lr|:.r those \rq.ri:in.g
abroad. The Phibppines must seck an
alternasrre economac plan that 15 not
En-_ndu' hiased, that does not compro-
rmise the cﬂmtq"u women. The pale
light thar AFEL cagts npoo our migrant
workers silhopenes them We need an
economic plan that does not just say
ovuch, but does something, CHiten it =
chat which is pot said thar eeally Bhisei-

nates
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Stylish shirts, -;--'-;{ i
h:i[‘ldht}l‘llt'11:111:.‘1];!ng ’.ﬁ:‘w TS
and other products | K

Clockwise from below:
Letier and bill holders,
pon halders, badroom
slippais, aprons and pal
hplders, vasls, ahirls,
pouchss, b.ugl..

F““““"—.‘-‘-‘-"

Davelopment Action Tor Woimen Nelwerk (DAWMN)
Rm. 514 Don Santlago Bldg.,

1344 Taft Avenus, Ermita

1000 Manila, Phiippines

Tol, Mo, (832) ST6-BEE, Fax Mo, (832) 5268-9101
E-maill: dawnifimnl. cyberspacd. coom.ph
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