


Human Rights Day Presentation of “Sana”

“Sana...” stresses human

rights during St. Scho

periormaice

“No cause is more

worthy than the cause

of human rights. Human
rights are more than legal

concepts: they are the
essence of man. They are

what make man human. That
is why they are called

human rights: deny them

and you deny man'’s humanity.”

-Sen. Jose W. Diokno
Srom A Nation for Our Children ™

he headlines say itall: migrant
-women  workers  suffer

terrible abuse in other lands,

including sexual and physical
violence. unjust and unpaid wages, as
well as stressful hours and inhuman
working conditions. Among migrant
women workers in Japan, there is the
added problem of having Japanese-
Filipino children who suffer the stigma
of their fate and are deprived of the
rightful support from their fathers.
Indeed, human rights remain an ideal for
these women and their children.

The message is not lost on the
audience who watched DAWN’s musical
play.  “Sana...Isang Kuwento ng
Pangarap.” on December 6 at St.
Scholastica’s College (SSC) in
celebration of International Human

‘I Can,” sing the cast
of “Sana...” during their
performance at the Little Theater of
St. Scholastica’s College

DAWN executive director Mel Nuqui
(left) introduces Youmi Negishi to the
audience and talks about her case.

Rights Day. Human Rights Day is
commemorated every December 10.
Among the invited guests from the
non-government, academic, religious,
government sectors and communities
were Sr. Mary John Mananzan, OSB,
SSC president, Executive Director of the
Institute of Women’s Studies and
DAWN Advisory Council member;
Amb. Rolando S. Gregorio of the
Department of Foreign Affairs, and Ms.
Kazumi Moriki, executive director of the

Asia Women’s Empowerment Project
(AWEP). The three delivered messages
of solidarity with the migrant women
workers.

NHK docu

Also in the audience were SSC
students and friends from such networks
as the Apostleship of the Sea, Friends
of Filipino Migrant Workers, Inc.
(KAIBIGAN), the Canossian Sisters.
Teatro Walang Bakod, as well as
representatives from the National
Training Center of the DSWD and the
Technical Education and  Skills
Development Authority (TESDA).

The play was followed by the NHK
documentary on Japanese-Filipino
children titled , “I Wish to Sce My
Father.” The docu also focused on the
group’s October 1999 Japan theater tour
which showed what these women and
children had accomplished during the
tour by way of claiming their rights.

Human rights is an issue that
DAWN has taken particular interest in
in its advocacy on migrant women
workers and their children. Women
migrants to Japan, particularly the
entertainers, arc deemed the most
vulnerable migrant group because of the
nature of their work, cited DAWN
Executive Director Mel
work ecxposes them to abuse and
exploitation, like trafficking, low wages
or even the absence of wages, sexual
harassment, rape, assault, battering,
murder, and so on, she noted.

Nuqui. Their

Right to work

The problem actually starts here
in the Philippines, with chronic
uncmployment and low wages limiting
these women'’s right to work. When
they get to Japan, they are cxploited
and are deprived of their rights to
dignity, good health, rest and leisure.
Women entertainers are also at great risk
of becoming pregnant from their
relationships with Japanese men, and
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livelihood

The project helps the women
forget the past and move on.

s a fruitful deviation from
their daily routine, Angel
Manalastas and Helen Ruiz
say of SIKHAY's (Sikap-
Buhay) Tie-Dycing project, which
they spearheaded last October after
attending a training at the Philippine
Textile Rescarch Institute (PTRI).

The two were soon joined by
Glenda Boado who, though unable to
attend the PTRI training, showed as
much determination to learn during the
process demonstrated by
Manalastas and Ruiz.

The tic-dyed shirts are the latest
in SIKHAY'S production line and shows
the versatility as well as capacity and
willingness to learn new skills among
these women, most of them former

hands-on

entertainment workers in Japan.

The work stirs pride and a sense
of accomplishment in them, says
Manalastas. “Doing chemical computa-
tions sharpens a person’s mind. I also
know now that I have some skills that
others can appreciate. It builds my self-
confidence, ™ she adds.

(From left): Glenda, Angel, progra
Mirriam Orig, executive director Mel Nuqui and Joy
Barcelona examine one of the tie-dyed products.

Ruiz similarly declares: “I have
learned to value my time and to organize
my work at home before I leave for the
project.” Boado compares the new skills
with her former job: “When I was in
Japan, there was very tough competition
in our line of work. In this project, |
experience a sense of accomplishment
and bonding with other women.”

The women use the white shirts
and blouses sewn by their colleagues in
SIKHAY. These they tie-dye with
beautiful color combinations and
patterns. So far, they have produced
shirts in several designs. More products
are being planned using tie-dyed designs.

New members have been added as
well.  After a month’s operation, the tie-
dyeing core tcam was joined by Ma. Joy
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Barcelona and DAWN Program
Coordinator Mirriam R. Orig, who
both attended the PTRI training
this November under Chat Canton.
Asked what she expected from the
project, Barcelona says, “Being
with women who can understand
what I went through is a blessing
for me. [ believe that the project
will help me forget the past and
move on for a better future.”

That seems very possible.
When the SIKHAY group shared with
the PTRI staff some of the women’s
output, their mentors were impressed
and encouraging. “Just let us know of
any support that you nced,” says PTRI
training coordinator Cora Llorico,.

The group conducted a planning
session the first weck of November and
ended up with projections of developing
their tic-dyeing skills until the first quarter
of the year 2000 and of coming up with
team-building components.  With
DAWN’s support, the corc group says
they would like to invite other women
to join them and move on to the
Weaving Technology Training and Batik
Cloth Making to boost SIKHAY's
incomc-earning capacity and its

members’ self-sufficiency. o) |
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"SANA" STRESSES from page 9

being abandoned by these men. This
violates their right to marry and to
establish a family. Japanese-Filipino
children, who often end up abandoned
by their fathers, is the other factor
that singles out the situation of Filipino
women entertainers in Japan. The
absence of an intact family and stable
financial support often affects these
children’s right to a nurturing home,
good education and the right to
develop their utmost potential. Both
mother and child also suffer from
discrimination and socicty’s bias
against entertainers, “Japayukis™ and
bi-racial children.

As in its previous presentations,
the play earned plaudits and
appreciation from the audience. It is
a hopeful reminder that with the
public’s support for DAWN’s ongoing
advocacy. migrant women and their
Japanese-Filipino children may finally
be able to claim what is justly theirs -
the chance to live with dignity in a
peaccful, accepting and nurturing

society. ﬁx
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Christmas Get-Together and Christmas Message

"The new millennium poses
new challenges for each of us"

n the past three years that the members of DAWN gathered for a Christmas

party, it was enough to hold the event outside DAWN’s office, at the fifth floor

lobby of the Don Santiago Building along Taft Ave., in Ermita. However, this

: year, it was necessary to hold the get-together in a much larger venue to
accommodate the members of this still growing family.

So, it was on December 18 that the DAWN Board of Directors and staff, its clients
composed of mothers and their Japanese-Filipino children, volunteers, networks and
friends congregated at the Senden Hall of the Asian Social Institute. There were the
usual parlor games, prizes, presentations from mothers, children and volunteers, that
everyone enjoyed. But this year’s celebration was quite special: even Santa Claus made
a surprise appearance and showered the children with toys, courtesy of Rep. Joey Hizon.

This year’s theme, “Empowering the DAWN Family for the Challenges of the New
Millennium,” pointed out what the year 2000 means to the group. The new millennium
poses new challenges for each of us. For the Board, staff and volunteers, we are faced
with more issues and areas of service that have to be addressed. We are being challenged
to look for better ways to empower the women and children that we serve. They, on the

Glenda, Yoshi and Mako
Boado sing “Ang Tanging
Alay Ko” during the
Christmas party and are
declared winners in the
Best Mother and JFC
presentation.

A riotous time was had by all: mothers and their

children grab a seat during a “Trip to Jerusalem”
parlor game during the Christmas party.

other hand, are being challenged to go on with their journcy towards development by
continuing their participation at DAWN and learning to fight for their rights. Prof.
Corazon Arboleda, DAWN Chairperson, in her inspirational speech said that every one
of us needs to ask ourselves what we can contribute to the cause of DAWN. Each of us
must have a clear vision of what we can do to help fulfill the dreams of the organization.
By focusing on our goals, maximizing our potentials and channeling them to the fulfillment
of our aspirations, this family would surely be able to thrive in the coming millennium.

May this season bring you happiness and the best of everything in the coming
New Year. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Thank you for your continued
solidarity and support for the children and women of DAWN.

Carmelita G. Nuqui
DAWN Executive Director
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Newshriefs

Migrant workers’ issue
gains media attention

The issue of migrant women
continucs to gain media mileage, with
DAWN on the forefront of media
advocacy.

A documentary on Japanese-
Filipino children produced by the
Japancse TV network NHK  gave a lot
of helpful publicity to the group’s Teatro
Akebono. which toured Japan in
October. NHK made two versions of "I
Wish to See My Father.” The 28-minute
version was shown on Dec. 18 and 19
in Japan, while the 49-minute version
was shown last Dec. 5 (NHK BS1) and
Dec. 26 (NHK World TV).

On the DAWN
Exccutive Dircctor Mel Nuqui gave an
interview on women migrants to Japan
for “Pipol.” a late evening magazine
show on ABS-CBN.
did a coverage of the Human Rights Day

local front.

The same channel

presentation of “Sana...Isang Kuwento
ng Pangarap.” at St. Scholastica’s
College, which featured interviews with
Nuqui, two former migrant workers in
Japan and three Japancsc-Filipino

documentary on migration.

children. On December 8, Nuqui also
talked over DWIZ about DAWN's

Amy Khoo (left) of Channel News Asia of Singapore
interviews Marissa Sabio and Mel Nuqui for a

The print media
gave DAWN as much
coverage. News about
the group’s Teatro
Akebono tour this

Japanecse newspapers
The Sunday Inquirer

SIKHAY s products in
its December 5 issue,
which focused on gift-
giving ideas from
different NGOs. The December 8
Manila Shimbun issue carried a story as

alternative livelihood project, SIKHAY,
and how it is helping former workers in
Japan start life ancw.

well on the Human Rights Day
presentation of “Sana...Isang Kuwento
ng Pangarap.”

SIKHAY products a hit in bazaars

As expected, December proved to be a month of gift-hunting, with
SIKHAY products enjoying brisk sales in several bazaars. The group joined the
bazaar organized by the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority
(TESDA) from December 1-5, and another one in Dasmarinas Village, Makati
on December 5 and 8. It also organized its own bazaar at the Don Santiago
Building along Taft Ave. from December 15-17, and offered a 10 pcrccnl:gf\‘gﬁ“
products in the spirit of the season.

The good response confirmed the products’™ excellent quality, noted
SIKHAY trainee Adelia Miranda. “The buyers also admired DAWN for
starting this project for migrant women and said that they hope we will
continue to grow.”
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