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DAWN Celebrates its 10th Year Anniversary

Conference on Migration and Trafficking in Persons Held

AWN is 10! February

6, 2006 marked the 10" year founding
anniversary of DAWN.

It seems like only yesterday,
when a group of concerned individuals
thought of forming an organization that
will help women migrants, particularly
those from Japan. This idea of theirs
gave birth to the formation of the
Development Action for Women
Network or DAWN. And DAWN gave a
glimmer of hope to the situations of
many distressed women migrant
returnees from Japan and their families.

Looking back, the last ten
years have been full of challenges and
hopes for DAWN. Having started with
30 women and 42 Japanese-Filipino
children (JFC) members, DAWN, to
date, has handled about 293 women
and 372 JFC cases. We have seen our
women and children members grow
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and develop. We would like to think
that our programs, including the
workshops and activities that we
offered, which they availed of, have
in some ways helped them become
stronger, and whole individuals.
DAWN has been active in
issues pertaining to women,
migration and trafficking in persons.
The DAWN staff, together with its
members, have lobbied for the
passage of bills that would provide
better protection for our women,
children and migrants. We have
participated and worked hard for the
passage of three major laws - the
overseas absentee voting act, the
dual citizenship act, and the anti-
trafficking in persons act. But our
work does not stop at the passage of
bills into laws. We continue to lobby

for the proper implementation of
these laws.

During the past years,
DAWN has expanded its networks
and linkages, not only in the
Philippines, but also abroad. It has
likewise been active in participating
in workshops, conferences,
meetings, discussions and other fora
on women and migration issues. At
least once a year, DAWN organizes
a conference in relation to the work it
does. For the year 2008, it organized
a conference on the issue of
migration and trafficking in persons.
Conference on Migration and
Trafficking in Persons

In celebration of its 10" year
anniversary, DAWN held a

(Continued on p. 3)

DAWN Board members, women and JFC members, volunteers and conference
speakers pose for a souvenir picture on the occasion of DAWN'’s 10th year founding
anniversary celebration held at the Bayview Park Hotel on February 10, 2006
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EDITORIAL

MIGRATION AND TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

Globalization and the continuous movement of people from country to country in search
of better life have exposed people to various forms of exploitation. The most conspicuous form
of this kind of exploitative migration is human trafficking.

Trafficking in persons has been a major international issue this past decade. It is
estimated that 600,000 to 800,000 people are being trafficked across international borders
every year. This does not yet take into account those trafficked within the borders of countries.
This modern-day form of slavery is accompanied by serious human rights violations: The most
common form of trafficking involves women and children who are trafficked to work in the sex
industry or those engaged in forced labor. These victims are often scarred, physically and
psychologically, from their experiences.

The exploitation of people and trafficking’s link to crime organizations have prompted
governments to take measures to counter it. Some countries like the Philippines have adopted
anti-trafficking legislation. The US State Department comes up every year with a trafficking in
persons report that classifies countries into tiers, depending on their compliance with standards.
Japan has adopted policies to curb trafficking in their country.

Other sectors, including non-government organizations (NGOs) have taken action to
inform people about this issue, and to take care of and help victims. Several conferences and
discussions have been organized internationally and locally in some countries to raise people’s
awareness and come up with possible solutions to curb trafficking.

DAWN has been helping women victims recover from their trauma and become survivors
and advocates. Recently, on the occasion of its 10" year anniversary, DAWN organized a
conference on Migration and Trafficking in Persons with the theme “Recognizing the Dignity
and Rights of Women.” This conference brought together various personalities from the
government, media, church and civil society who shared their experiences, ideas and expertise
on how best to combat human trafficking.

A lot has been accomplished to curb trafficking. And yet, a lot still remains to be done in
terms of prevention, protection and prosecution. The issue of human trafficking is common to
all nations. Since it is transnational in nature, no one country alone can solve it. It requires the
collective efforts of all nations and all sectors.

Let us therefore unite as one and fight the trafficking menace that has emotionally and
psychologically scarred its victims. Let us wage war on the trafficking network that has shattered
the dreams and lives of many women and children. i3y
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conference on Migration and Trafficking
in Persons on February 10, 2006 at the
Bayview Park Hotel. The theme of the
conference was “Recognizing the
Dignity and Rights of Women.”

The topic of the conference
was timely and relevant because
trafficking in persons has been a major
international issue this past decade.
The Trafficking in Persons Report of
the U.S. State Department estimates
that 600,000 to 800,000 people are
being trafficked across international
borders every year. This does not yet
take into account those trafficked
within the borders of countries.

This form of modern-day
slavery is accompanied by human
rights violation. Most of its victims are
women and children who are trafficked
in the sex industry or engaged in forced
labor.

Because of the exploitation of
people and trafficking’s link to crime
organizations, governments have
taken measures to counter it. The
Philippines for one has adopted
Republic Act 9208 or the Anti-
Trafficking Act of 2003.

Topics for discussion in the
conference on Migration and
Trafficking in Persons included the
efforts of the Philippine and Japanese
governments to combat trafficking in
persons, the role of NGOs, media and

Migration & Traff

church in combating human trafficking,
and global initiatives to curb trafficking.

Conference speakers were
Hon. Pedro Chan, Executive Director
of the Office of the Undersecretary for
Migrant Workers Affairs (OUMWA) of
the Department of Foreign Affairs; Mr.
Kazuo Inoue, former member of the
Parliament of Japan; Bishop Julio
Xavier Labayen; Ms. Carmelita Nuqui,
Executive Director of DAWN and
President of the Philippine Migrants
Rights Watch (PMRW); Atty. Rowena
Guanzon, lawyer, writer and columnist;
Mr. Nobuki Fujimoto of Hurights
Osaka; Mr. Tomoaki Noguchi, Labor
Attache of the Japan Embassy; and,
Ms. Wenchi Yu-Perkins of Vital Voices
Global Partnership.

The one-day conference was
organized by DAWN, in cooperation
with Vital Voices Global Partnership.
Vital Voices is a US-based international
NGO with former U.S. First Lady and
now Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
as one of its Honorary Co-Chairs.
DAWN Exhibit

To highlight the ten years of
DAWN, an exhibit of photos,
publications and Sikhay products was
mounted at the Bayview Park Hotel.
The exhibit was formally opened before
the start of the conference proper.
Senator Aquilino Pimentel, Bishop Julio
Xavier Labayen, Ms. Peta Dunn of the
Australian Embassy, Director Keiko
Niimi of ILO, Mr. Bruce Reed of the
IOM, Mr. Timothy Cipullo of the US
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DAWN Executive Director Mel Nuqui with guests (From Left to Right) Mr. Timothy Cipullo,

Ms. Cheryl Morton, Sen. Aquilino Pimentel, Jr., Ms. Wenchi Yu-Perkins of Vital Voices,
Com. Wilhelm Soriano of CHR, Ms. Keiko Niimi of ILO and Mr. Bruce Reed of IOM
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Embasy and Commissioner Wilhelm
Soriano of the Commission on Human
Rights opened the exhibit.

The photo exhibit showed the
history, programs, and activities of
DAWN, as well as showed photos of
its members, board, staff and
volunteers in action. DAWN
publications like the Sinag newsletters,
the CD Where Do | Belong, and the
books R.A. 8042, Pains and Gains, and
Moving On were exhibited. Samples of
Sikhay products such as shawls,
dresses, bags, and table runners were
also showcased.

Congratulatory Messages from
Friends and Partners

It was heartwarming that a lot
of DAWN'’s friends, partners and
networks have expressed their
appreciation of DAWN and its work for
the past ten years. Congratulatory
messages received by DAWN were
published in the Special 10" anniversary
issue of Sinag. Most of these
congratulatory messages were read
before the conference on Migration and
Trafficking in Persons started.

International Labor
Organization (ILO) Deputy Director
Keiko Niimi noted the “gathering of
champions working together in pursuit
of the dignity and human rights of
Filipino women” during the conference.
She congratulated DAWN for including
the ILO in its work “to chip away the
human rights abuses against women.”

Mr. Bruce Reed, regional
representative of the International
Organization for Migration (IOM)
congratulated and lauded DAWN for
being a consistent advocate of best
practices and a partner in numerous
migration initiatives. He said that
further progress can be made in
combating trafficking by viewing the
issue holistically. According to Mr.
Reed, “a holistic approach focused on
raising awareness to the issue of
trafficking at all levels of society will
gradually change people’s perceptions,
improve the status of victims and
undermine the image of the traffickers”.
He did suggest that such an approach
requires supportive government
policies and well-planned projects.

(Continued on p. 6)
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The Year That Was

DAWN 2005 Year-End Report

The year 2005 has been a
busy one for DAWN. Albeit some
changes in the composition of its staff
during the first quarter of the year, the
delivery of effective and quality service
to its clientele continued. In fact, more
activities are in the pipeline for the next
years to come.

DAWN is thankful to the
volunteers of DAWN-Japan for their
valuable time and support. DAWN also
wishes to thank its Manila volunteers
who can always be counted on - Akiko
Hino, Yuuki Nozaki, Hanako Okubo,
Sr. Geothessa Atalli, Sr. Milagros
Goyena, Marjorie Vidal, and Ms. Agnes
Mineko Hara. We had two Japanese
interns in 2005 - Ran Yagasa of the
International Christian University in
Tokyo and Remi Noaki. Ran is now a
full-pledged member of DAWN-Japan.

Social Services

Actual case load for 2005 was
117 women and 148 Japanese-Filipino
children (JFC). The nature of the cases
referred to and handled by DAWN
included abandonment by Japanese
husband or partner, annulment of
marriage, JFC recognition and
support, and re-direction for a better
life, among others.

152 phone inquiries were
received in 2005, 5 inquiries through
e-mail, and 4 walk-in clients. Most of
these women were referred by various

ment
workshop held in November at the Splash Mountain
resort in Laguna

Participants in the Gender and Develop.

agencies and institutions,
foremost of which is the
Japanese Embassy.

Two (2) orientation
seminars were held during
the year — in January and in
November. This resulted in
an additional membership of
47 women and 57 JFC for
2005.

*

Nine (9) home visits
were conducted during the
year. All the cases are being
reviewed and so far, 63
cases have been reviewed.
There is also continuous
counseling for women members, as
well as some JFC members. Phone
consultations and counseling were
also done, as the need arose.

The volunteers were active in
providing support to the social services
program of DAWN. The Japanese
volunteers translated documents for
the clients and joined home visits. Sr.
Mila and Sr. Geothessa helped in the
counseling of some women members.

Even with the very limited
resources of the organization,
educational assistance was provided
to seven (7) JFC, not to mention the
health care assistance.

Workshops and seminars for
women members were also
conducted, which included a retreat in
March, a creative workshop in May,
parenting seminar in several modules
held on July 9, 16, 23, Oct. 29,
Nov. 5, 12; and Gender and
Development Seminar on
November 18-20 in Laguna,
which was also participated in
by the staff and some Board
members.

Research and Advocacy
To further promote
the work and advocacy of
DAWN, the Research and
Advocacy program conducted
several activities in support of
the other programs of the
organization, and in
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2005 JFC theater workshop

consultation and cooperation with
them. )

An Echo training on human
rights and migration for the staff of DAWN
was conducted on April 1 and 2.

As part of its advocacy work,
Teatro Akebono members performed
in several venues. The women
members were invited to perform a
portion of their play /ba’t-lbang Mukha
ni Misty by the Manila NGO Forum on
March 31. From April 25 to May 13, a
theater workshop was conducted for
JFC. Eighteen (18) children participated
in the theater workshop held at the St.
Scholastica’s College. On May 13, they
presented the output of their workshop
at the Battig Hall of the St.
Scholastica’s College.

Of the 18 children who joined
the summer workshop, nine (9) were
chosen to join the theater tour in Japan.
Before they left for Japan on October
4, they held a farewell presentation at
the Philippine Normal University on
September-30.

The Japan theater tour was
held from October 4 to 17. The group
performed in Fukuoka, Ehime,
Saitama, Tokyo, and Yokohama. Aside
from the performances, the children
also interacted with Japanese school
children at the Kasuga-Higashi
Elementary School in Fukuoka. They
experienced living with Japanese
families in Fukuoka, in Ehime, Saitama
and Yokohama. They visited Gunma,
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had an interaction with the children of
the community, and experienced apple-
picking and noodle-making. DAWN-
Japan prepared activities in Tokyo,
where several university students and
young professionals participated in a
lecture-forum about DAWN and the
Philippines.

On human rights day, a
workshop for the JFC was conducted
by DAWN, together with Mr. Ernie
Cloma of PETA and Professor Akihiko
Morita.

There were four (4) study
tours hosted by DAWN in 2005. The
firstwas in May in partnership with the
Philippine Global Exchange. On
August 6, twelve (12) students and
teachers from the Japan Lutheran
College visited DAWN. This was
followed by an orientation for young
Filipino-Americans through the
Tagalog-On-Site program on August
15. From August 25-29, Japanese
students and professors from various
universities in Japan were in town for
a study tour organized by DAWN-
Japan.

Other than the study tour,
several visitors came to DAWN. These
visitors included Mssrs. Mark Taylor
and Anthony Eterno of the U.S. State
Department Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking in Persons; Mssrs.
Noboru Inokuchi and Koichi Ito of
Jichiro-Rengo; Prof. Akihiko Morita of
the Tokyo Institute of Technology, as
well as some members of foreign
embassies in the Philippines.

study tour organized by DAWN-Japan
in August 2005

DAWN opened its doors to
researchers from Korea, Japan and
Indonesia, as well as to students from
U.P., De La Salle, Ateneo, St.
Scholastica’'s College, and the Asian
Social Institute.

DAWN  attended and
participated in several committee
hearings and meetings called by the
House of Representatives, the Senate

of the Philippines, and other
government  agencies. The
organization likewise actively

participated in various conferences
and workshops not only in the
Philippines, but also abroad.

DAWN Executive Director
Carmelita Nuqui, as well as some
members of the organization gave
interviews to media. The women
members also participated in outside
seminars and fora. DAWN was
likewise active in attending other
meetings and discussions with other
organizations, institutions and
networks.-Towards the end of the year,
preparations were started for the 10"
year anniversary celebration of DAWN.

Alternative Livelihood

Sikhay, the alternative
livelihood project of DAWN, continues
to provide assistance to some women
members of DAWN who are interested
in sewing, weaving and tie-dye.

In 2005, the following women
were part of Sikhay — Mary Joy
Barcelona, Gina Andrade, Rosie
Verano, Cecilia Luz Ozawa, Josephine

Philippine Daily Inquirer (PDI) President, Sandy Preto-

Avelino, Maribeth Cruz, Rosalie Akase,
Imelda Balayo, Juanita Contreras,
Glenda Ayaton, Retchel Bitas, Emerald
del Prado and Teodora Flores. Susan
Adachi, a JFC, is also part of Sikhay.

Trainings in sewing and hand-
weaving were also provided to some
members.

Sikhay products were
showcased and sold in local and
international bazaars, with the help of
friends. The Salt Payatas Foundation
invited DAWN to three bazaars in Metro
Manila on March 9, July 7, and October
22. On July 12, DAWN was invited by
the newly formed Gifts and Graces Fair
Trade Foundation, Inc. (GGFTFI) for a
mini-bazaar at the Philippine Daily
Inquirer office. This led to a partnership
with the GGFTFI. At the same time,
Sikhay products continue to be sold at
every voyage of Peace Boat and at
Narunia in Niigata. Other Japanese
organizations, the latest of which is the
group called Empowerment For All
(EFA), help promote and sell Sikhay
products. It is also worth noting that
Filipinos residing in other countries
have taken notice of Sikhay products
and are promoting them abroad.

DAWN would like to thank all
our volunteers, friends and partners,
who have helped and inspired us in our
endeavors. We hope to continue a
fruitful relationship with you in 2006 and
in the succeeding years to come. N

Romualdez, admiring Sikhay products during a bazaar held at

the PDI office in July 2005




































