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PREDPARATIONS FOR THE 2007 TEATRO
AKEBONO JAPAN TOUR

The annual theater tour to
Japan will be held in May this
year. The decision to hold the
annual theater tour to Japan
carlier was reached so that the
JFCs will not have to absent
themselves from their regular
classes. Thus, preparations
started early this year. The
workshops for the JFCs
commenced on February 17.
Eleven new JFC members
attended the workshops
conducted by the Philippine
Educational Theater
Association (PETA).

The eleven participants are siblings
Shoyoko and Seizuya Ishihara, 16-year old
Aya Nishi, Erica Ninja Merioles, Chieko
and Masayuki Ise, and Takaaki, Mai and
Arisa Oyama. Nicole Andrade and Takeshi
Ozawa joined last year’s workshop but also
attended this year’s workshop.

“I am happy to join the workshops because
now I have new friends,” said eight-year
old Nicole.

Just like Nicole, Shoyoko, Erica and
Chieko are enjoying their company of their
new friends. The same is true for Takeshi,
who comes all the way from Cavite.

Tita Vernie watches as the JFCs display their dancing skills

Masayuki, who initially had reservations in
attending the workshops discovered that he
can also learn how to sing and dance. Mai,
Aya and Takaaki are able to hone their
singing talents.

Mr. Ernie Cloma of PETA served as over-
all facilitator of the workshops. Joining his
team are other PETA members Bernah
Bernardo, Upeng Fernandez, Vernie Severo
and Nex Agustin.

After the participants for the tour have been
selected, a new round of workshops and
rehearsals will start. Bernah will be the
musical play’s director, while Vernie will
be in charge of teaching the children

movements and dance. Upeng
will be in charge of teaching the
children how to sing, while Nex
will write the script of the
musical play. Assisting the PETA
artists/facilitators are DAWN
staff Liza Garcia, Mary Joy
Barcelona and Josieflor Alvaro.

DAWN and DAWN-Japan are
currently coordinating with our
networks in Japan such as the
Asian Women’s Center, the
Kasuga-Higashi. Elementary
School, Mr. Philip Sasaki, Home
Lawyers, Kalakasan, Mr.
Katsumi Anno, Mr. Nobuki
Fujimoto, Prof. Satake of the Nagoya
Gakuin University, Ms. Kanda Hatsue in
Niigata, Mr. Natsumi Imagawa, and
Jichiro for the tour. The group leaves
Manila on May 18 and will be back on
June 5.

Teatro Akebono’s tentative tour schedule
is as follows:

May 18-19 — Saitama

May 20 — Yokohama

May 21 - Tokyo

May 22-24 — Saitama

May 25-26 — Niigata

May 27-28 — Nagoya

May 29-30 — Osaka

May 31-June 5 — Fukuoka
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Meet the Cast of

“The Gift,” this year’s musical presentation of Teatro Akebono, is a
tableau of various scencs in the lives of three Japanese-Filipino children
(JECs). The scene opens with the opening of a gift by one JFC. The
other children try to guess what is wrapped inside the box. This triggers
a lot of memories and discussions about their present situation, how
their parents met, and what they feel about their fathers.

“The Gift” revolves around the lives of three JFCs. Taki and Aya go to
school, while Yuki is unable to go to school due to financial difficulties.
Aya and Yuki are hopeful that they will see their Japanese fathers. Taki,
on the other hand, is angry with his father for abandoning them and for
the hardships that his mother is undergoing now. In the course of their
conversations, they recall how their parents met and what they remember
of their childhood when their fathers were still around.

Yuki, Aya and Taki are only three of the JFCs that DAWN help. They
share common wishes of seeing their father again. Just like the other
JFCs in the Philippines, they have their problems. But young as they
are, they are strong and full of ambitions. They know that they will

“THE CIFT*

realize their dreams and ambitions if they study well, and with the support of their family and organizations like DAWN.,

Joining the tour this year are the following JFCs:

Nicole Alexandra Andrade

to one of the participants.

5 Nicole has always expressed a desire to have a happy family. Her mother, Gina, is a member of Sikhay.

Chieko Ise

Masayuki Ise

Seizuya Ishihara

Her mother, Jocelyn Ise, is currently training at Sikhay’s weaving project.

Masayuki will enroll in first year high school this June. He wants to become a civil engineer.

Sei is eleven years old. He will be in grade VI this June. His favorite color is blue and his favorite subject is
Mathematics. He has one sister, Shoyoko, who is seven years old. His ambition is to become a doctor.

Nicole is eight years old and is in Grade II. Her interest in joining the Teatro Akebono theater workshops was
triggered by the participation of her sister, Kay Celine, in past workshops and theater tours to Japan. Her first
theater exposure was when she joined the members’ presentation for DAWN’s tenth year anniversary. In March
2007, she joined the 2006 cast of Teatro Akebono during their performance at the Nihongo Fiesta, as a replacement

Chieko is ten years old. She is now enrolled in Grade V at the Epifanio de los Santos Elementary School. Just
like other children, Chieko is fond of playing. She likes to play jackstone. Her favorite food is chicken. She
wants to finish her studies and become a teacher so that she can help her mother.

Masayuki is 13 years old. He is the older brother of Chieko. He likes to play chess and watch television. He is
fond of cating noodles, fish and chicken. He is*also very good at drawing.
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(MEET ... continued from p. 7)

Shoyoko Ishihara

Shoyoko is seven years old. She will be in Grade 111 this coming school year. She is as playful as all other
children and is fond of playing Chinese garter. Shoyoko likes the color yellow and her favorite food is tocino.
She wants to be a nurse someday.

Aya Nishi
This June, Aya will be in 4™ year high school at the St. Theresa’s College. She just turned 16 years old this
April.

Aya likes to play volleyball and text her friends. She is also fond of playing with children. She likes the colors
pink and orange. She wants to become a doctor.

Takaaki Oyama S -
Takaaki or Taki as he is fondly called is the oldest in a brood of five. He has four other siblings. Taki is fond
of singing and dancing. He also likes to draw.

Taki recently graduated from high school as class valedictorian. He is 18 years old and will soon be in college.
He plans to take up B.S. Tourism.

Takeshi Ozawa, 15 years old
Takeshi is now 15 years old. He comes from Cavite, a province south of Manila. He likes to ride the motorcycle
and listen to music. He likes the colors red, white and black. He likes Filipino food, especially kare-kare.

Takeshi wishes to see Japan. His sister Aya joined the Japan tour last year. He wants to work as aircraft
maintenance personnel someday.

(ORGANIZATION... continued from p. 1)

This victory was short-lived though. After
a government appeal, the Tokyo High
Court overturned the lower court ruling
and denied Japanese nationality to the
children. The Presiding Judge, Hidetoshi
Somiya, said that “the decision to grant
nationality is an inherent right of the State
(Japan Times, February 28, 2007).”

All children have the right to a name and
a nationality. The JFCs, whether living in
the Philippines or in Japan, have the right
to those claims.

Home Lawyers, DAWN and CJFCA

Home Lawyers and DAWN are supporting
the work that CJFCA does. They are

collaborating and complementing each
other’s work in order to promote the rights
of Japanese-Filipino children. These
organizations hope that through their work,
more JFCs would be given the necessary
interventions that they need to grow and
develop normally.

The CJFCA is currently doing a research
on JFCs in the Philippines to look into the
current situations of JFCs, identify their
needs and the necessary interventions that
should be given to them. This research will
also form the basis for a planned national
registration of JFCs.

Home Lawyers will help CIFCA provide
legal and paralegal assistance to JFCs. It

will work on the nationality issues of JFCs,
as well as their recognition and support
from their fathers.

DAWN on the other hand is directly
working with JFCs. They have programs
and activities not just for distressed
migrant women returnees from Japan, but
also for the JFCs. DAWN’s Social
Services program provides counseling and
some activities for the children. The
Research, Education and Advocacy
program has workshops for the children,
including the yearly theater workshop.
Some of DAWN’s JFC members are also
recipients of DAWN’s educational
assistance program. )y
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Women’s Theather Workshop

We do believe in empowering our
members by giving them the opportunity
to express themselves. One of the activities
of DAWN that helps in the empowerment
process of women is the theater workshop
for women members.

With funding support from the Women’s
World Day of Prayer — German
Committee, DAWN started to conduct a
series of workshops for its women
members. The Philippine Educational
Theater Association (PETA) was tapped
to facilitate the workshops, which started
on February 24, 2007. Both new and old
members of DAWN are taking part in this
workshop that is still on-going.

Tito Ernie Cloma of PETA gave us an
orientation. He discussed what theater is
all about and what will transpire in the
coming Saturdays. Sensing that some of
the participants were still hesitant to come
out of their shells, Tito Ernie gave the
women some pep talk and activities to
loosen them up. Day one focused on
internalization and stage blocking.

The next workshop session focused on
movements. Another PETA member,
Vernie SeQerg facilitated the session. She
taught the'women how to project. She also
taught them bBasic dance movements and
how to improve on them. It was a very
active second session and the women really
sweated it out.

By Mary Joy E. Barcelona

Having attended the theater workshop in
2001, I facilitated the third session. What
we did was to share our experiences, both
happy and sad. During the sharing, we
were all able to relate to each other. This
was also the beginning of a more
comfortable relationship among the
participants. This session was also a
prelude to the development of new ideas
and stories for inclusion in the script.

During this session, we divided the group
into three and each group was tasked to
present a skit based on the stories shared.
Each group chose its own director, script
writer, choreographer and actors.

The group of Josie Avelino, Lyn Ise,
Vangie Cerezo and Chona Ishihara
presented a skit with the title * Nangarap
at Nabigyan ng Pag-asa.” It is a touching
story of a mother’s unconditional love to
her rebellious daughter. It told the story of
how the daughter married at an early age
and how she decided to go to Japan to earn
a living.

The group of Cora Garcia, Rose Verano,
Carmen Shinozaki, and Jinuela Nakaya
tackled the issue of poverty. Their mini-
play is entitled “Pakikibaka sa Hirap ng
Buhay.” It told the story of how far a
daughter will sacrifice just to be able to
help her family. The play also touched on
the values that the daughter learned from
her parents, which she held on to when she
was working as an entertainer in Japan.

The play was presented as a comedy and
this made all the participants laugh.

“Ang Pangarap” starring Rosalie, Sally,
Nita and Gina told the story of a woman
who wanted to help her family. The only
answer she knew was to go abroad, to go
to Japan and work as an entertainer. At
work, she met a Japanese man who
followed her to the Philippines. Eventually,
they got married and started a family. But
after a few years they separated. The
woman was left with the care of their
daughter. The separation left her with
shattered dreams. Then she learned about
DAWN and was given an opportunity to
work.

After watching the three presentations, we
realized that all of us had the same reason
for going to Japan. We went to Japan in
different years to work in different
prefectures but we all met at DAWN. At
DAWN; they helped us rebuild our lives,
gain back our self-esteem and dignity as
women. We are now part of the DAWN
family.

The original script of the musical play
“Iba’t-ibang Mukha ni Misty” was also
reviewed. The songs incorporated in the
play were also looked into and we agreed
that the lyrics speak well of our experiences
and situations. We are now doing the
interpretative movements for the songs. By
May, we hope to have another presentation,
back-to-back with the JFC members of
Teatro Akebono. ryg
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By Mary Joy E. Barcelona

Bazaar

Last March Sikhay participated in bazaars
organized by different groups. On March
1, Rosalie Akase and I represented Sikhay
at the bazaar organized by the SALT
Foundation. It was held at the Manila
Shimbun office and most of the customers
we had were Japanese. Rosalie shared how
happy she was selling Sikhay products to
Japanese people who appreciated our
products. We truly appreciate the nice
comments and suggestions they made.

On March 3, the Japan Foundation held
the annual NihonGo Festival at the Clam
Shell hall in Intramuros. DAWN’s Teatro
Akebono group was invited to perform.
Sikhay also participated and we were able
to display and sell our products. Sikhay
members Gina Andrade, Rosalie Akase
and Rose Verano manned the booth. They
were all proud to hear people appreciate
our products because of their good quality.

US Embassy Club invited us to join their
bazaar held on March 24 at the World
Trade Center in Pasay City. DAWN Board
Member Pearl D. Flores and Juanita
Contreras attended to the bazaar.

Trainings

Learning is never too late for everyone. In
Sikhay, we believe in the skills and
potentials of our members in learning new
things.

Josie Avelino learns how to use
the computer
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MOA signing between DAWN and PUP. From Left to right are Ms. Sarmiento,

Dean Hernane (hidden), Prof. Mabagos, Prof. Espino and Ms. Nuqui.

During the first quarter of the year, Josie
Avelino started her hands-on basic
computer training. Rosalie Akase was
trained in purchasing materials for
weaving. She was also trained to do the
monitoring of materials and finished
goods for the weaving project. Next
quarter, she will also be taught how to
use the computer to aid in her inventory
work.

The training is good for the members
because it boosts their confidence.
Camaraderie is also built during the
training and lesson sharing.

MOA with PUP

The Polytechnic University of the
Philippines (PUP) College of
Accountancy (CoA), through their
outreach program, signed a memorandum
of agreement (MOA) with DAWN to
provide different trainings/ seminars for
its members. These trainings and
seminars include basic accounting for
non-accountants, preparation of
feasibility studies, budgeting for small
and medium size entities, and
bookkeeping. They will also provide
accounting and management consultancy
services to DAWN. The MOA signing
was held at the DAWN Office last

February 21, 2007. Signing on behalf of
DAWN was its Executive Director Ms.
Carmelita G. Nuqui and the Dean of
College of Accountancy, Ms. Milagros B.
Hernane, for PUP. Those present to
witness the signing were Prof. Ligaya
Espino who is the Chair of Extension
Community Involvement and Higher
Accounting, Prof. Corazon Mabagos, Ms.
Sylvia Sarmiento, and myself. K3y

%4 SINAG

SINAG ("akebono” or “yoake” in
Japanese) means dawn or daybreak. It
is the quarterly publication of the
Development Action for Women Network
(DAWN), a non-government,
development organization devoted to
issues concerning migrant women and
their Japanese-Filipino children.
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Deople. Places & Fvents

Friends from the Asian Women's Center Ms. Nuqui with Senator Kazuyasu Ms. Carmelita Nuqui briefs Mr. Julian Liu
in Fukuoka visited the DAWN office on Shiina during a meeting in Tokyo on of EMpower about the programs and
February 14 February 28 services of DAWN
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Liza Garcia of DAWN together with The JFC members of Teatro Akebono Fulbright scholar Justin Haruta visited

other CARAM-Asia members at the performed at the NihonGo Fiesta on the DAWN office for his research on
State of Health Validation Workshop March 3 at the invitation of the Japan human trafficking
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from Foundation

March 2-5, 2007
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Migrants’ Stories, Migrants’ Voices

The Philippine Migrants Rights Watch
(PMRW) launched the book entitled
“Migrants’ Stories, Migrants’ Voices” on
March 6, 2007 at the grounds of the
Scalabrini Center for People on the Move
(SCPM). The book is a compilation of twelve
stories of migrants and their families, of their
experiences in relation to migration.

Ms. Carmelita Nuqui, President of the
PMRW, led the
launching of the book.
She said that the
stories are different but
they also reflect the
experiences of other
migrants. She also
expressed appreciation
to the migrants who
shared their stories.
Ms. Nuqui said that the
PMRW is already
planning the
publication of its
second volume.

Present during the
launching of the book
were five of the twelve
contributors. They are
Mike Bolos, Nelson
Ajos, Mary Joy

Dyz Pumarada, Mike Bolos, Mary Joy Barcelona and Nestor Ajos
shared their stories during the launch of the book
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Barcelona, Dyz Pumarada and Fr.
Edwin Corros.

Guest of Honor for the occasion is

Assistant Secretary Rebecca Calzado of

the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE), who represented
Secretary Arturo Brion. She read a
statement from Secretary Brion

Development Action for Women Network (DAWN)

Room 514 Don Santiago Bldg.
1344 Taft Avenue, Ermita 1000
Manila, PHILIPPINES

E-mail: dawnphil@i-next.net
Website: www.dawnphil.org

LI I I

Tel. No. (632) 526-9098 Fax (632) 526-9101

congratulating the PMRW for the
launching of the book.

After the message from DOLE, the women
members of DAWN’s Teatro Akebono
presented an excerpt of their musical play
“Iba’t-Ibang Mukha ni Misty.” The
residents of SCPM likewise presented some
songs and dance numbers.

The launching was
attended by several
migrants and would-be
migrants who are
temporarily staying at the
SCPM  while ™ their
applications for .work
abroad are  being
processed. Also present
were Ms. Estrella Roman
of the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Director
Minda Valencia and Ms.
Lucille Ronda of the |
Commission on Filipinos
Overseas, and Atty. Tess
Lora of the National
Labor Relations
Commission. Guests from
migrant NGOs and other
private organizations also
came to support the
launching of the book. g
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