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The group was brought to an AWC house
and a welcome dinner at Joyfull Restaurant
was held, where other AWC members
came to meet the group.

The following day, the group
went to the Kasuga-Higashi Elementary
school. The JFCs met their host families
in the morning after which they joined the
Japanese children for their classes. Ms.
Nuqui and Chiho Ogaya went to the
Fukuoka University of Education for a
lecture.

The JFCs said they enjoyed
staying with Japanese families. Masayuki
and Takeshi said they would like to meet
with their home stay brother again. The
Higuchi family, who hosted Takaaki and
Seizuya even hosted dinner for the
birthday of Seizuya on June 3.

The following day, Ms. Nuqui,
Josie, Kaori and Noriko accompanied
Shoyoko and Seizuya to Kumamoto to
visit their paternal uncle. They also had
the chance to talk to their father over the
phone during that visit.

In the morning of June 5, the
group prepared to leave for Manila. They
were brought to the airport by the AWC
group and Kaori.

This 18-day theater tour was truly
a memorable one, especially for the
children. It was the first time for all of

The JFCs met with the Mayor of Kasuga before the start of the presentation

them, except for two, to see Japan.
Masayuki was born in Chiba and returned
to the Philippines when he was two years
old. He was too young to remember what
Japan looked like. Takaaki spent a few
months in Japan when he was five years
old.

Most of the children commented
on the good climate of Japan and its
cleanliness. Takeshi was especially awed
with the high technology of this country.
All of them especially enjoyed the
interactions with the Japanese people.

“I would like to return to Japan
because I like the people. [ made several
friends, especially in Saitama and
Fukuoka,” said Takeshi.

The same sentiment was echoed
by the other JFCs. by
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Sikhay Corner
By Mary Joy E. Barcelona

During the eighteen (18) days of
Teatro Akebono’s tour in Japan, DAWN’s
Alternative Livelihood program was also
able to make inroads by showcasing its
Sikhay products. The tour was an
opportunity to market Sikhay goods and
let the Japanese people know the story and
the people behind the quality goods that
they appreciate so much.

Sikhay products were on sale in
every Teatro Akebono performance — at
the Cocone Hall and Urawa Catholic

G e

Michiko Yamamoto and AWC staff assisted in selling Sikhay goods
at the Clover Hall in Fukuoka

SIFFAY PAZAADRS IN JADAN

church in Saitama, in Kawasaki, Niigata,
Nagoya and at the Clover Hall in Fukuoka.
The salable items during the tour were the
apron skirts, backpacks, letter holders and
the scarves.

It always feels good whenever
people recognize and appreciate the work
of Sikhay. In Fukuoka for instance, the
staff of Asian Women’s Center (AWC)
made it a point to buy and wear Sikhay
clothes during the Teatro Akebono theater
presentation. Our clients are the ones who
model our products to convince other
people  how
good the
products are.

B vy
buying Sikhay
products, we tell
the Japanese
people that they
are also helping
support  the
livelihood of our
W O m € n
members. And
by supporting
the livelihood of
our women
members, they

Sikhay products on sale in Niigata

are helping send JFCs to school. We alsoj
hope that through the bazaars that we hold,

people, especially in Japan, will realize
that women, if given a chance, will choose |
to work in decent jobs.

We are grateful to our friends and |
volunteers who were on hand to help sell
Sikhay products. Mr. Akihiro Tamura
came to Kawasaki to watch the JFCs |
perform and helped us sell the products.
DAWN-Japan volunteers Chiho Ogaya,
Helen Ochi, Shin Yasuda, and Kaori Yasui
helped in selling our products, and so did
Filipino screenplay writer Michiko
Yamamoto. Another Filipina, Maria
Rhodora from Osaka, bought'several'items
and promised to help promote Sikhay
products to her network of friends and
acquaintances. Kaori Yasui of DAWN-
Japan will also be selling Sikhay products
during the forthcoming Foundation Day of
her University.

DAWN is also grateful to our
friends Nakahira-san and Malta-san for
never tiring to support us. They have been
selling and promoting our products in their

shops. g

4 SINAG

SINAG (“akebono” or “yoake” in
Japanese) means dawn or daybreak. It
is the quarterly publication of the
Development Action for Women Network
(DAWN), a non-government,
development organization devoted to
issues concerning migrant women and
their Japanese-Filipino children.

EDITORIAL TEAM
Prof. Corazon R. Arboleda
Carmelita G. Nuqui
Liza S. Garcia

Contributors
Mary Joy E. Barcelona
Maricel V. Canaria
Maria Corazon C. Gomonan




SINAG/April-June 2007 11

Deople. Dlaces & Fvents

Ms. Sandra Esquerra, a PH.D. student Ms. Mel Nuqui and Liza Garcia with Ms. The Philippine Migrants Rights Watch,
at the University of Oregon, interviewed Wenchi Yu Perkins of Vital Voices Global LACMMI and CBCP-ECMI jointly
Ms. Nuqui on the issue of trafficking Partnership during the summit on organized a forum on Anti-lllegal
Private-Public Partnerships to End Recruitment in Lipa, Batangas
Human Trafficking held in Hong Kong on June 21

on April 19, 2007

Ms. Eleanor Conda and Sharuna Misty presentation at the St. Ms. Nuqui and PETA Director Emie

Verghis of the Jakarta Process during Scholastica’s College on May 10, 2007 Cloma handing out Certificates of -
their visit to DAWN in May Participation to the women participants

of the theater workshops
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Public-Private Partnerships to End Human Trafficking

DAWN’s own Carmelita G. Nuqui
and Liza Garcia attended the high-profile
summit entitled Public-Private Partnerships
to End Human Trafficking: New Business
Solutions to a Global Challenge that was
held on April 19,2007 at the Peninsula Hotel
in Hong Kong. The summit was organized
by Vital Voices Global Partnership. It was
co-sponsored by Microsoft, Eileen Fischer,
Manpower, End Human Trafficking Now
Campaign, the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, and CSR-Asia. The
summit featured plenary discussions and
break-out sessions where the participants
discussed the impact of human trafficking
on the private sector as well as the need for
public-private partnerships, and shared
strategies of business to combat human
trafficking.

The first plenary was titled
Everybody s Business: The Impact of Human
Trafficking and Forced Labor on Your
Business. Panelists for this session discussed
the importance of combating human
trafficking and their company’s business
strategy. Mr. David Arkless, Senior Vice
President of Corporate Affairs of Manpower,
stressed how relevant human trafficking is
to his company’s business and the
importance of business community’s
involvement. Ms. Kim Olson, Vice President
of Carlson Companies, shared that their
company’s policy. is to require their hotels
to train employees to identify and report
child sex tourists. Mr. Mechai Viravaidya,
former Thai Senator and currently the

Chairman of the Population and
Community Development Association
spoke about community development to
prevent human trafficking.

Creating Opportunities: The
Multi-Stakeholder Approach to End
Human Trafficking and Forced Labor
was the title of the second plenary. Ms.
Lori Forman, Asia Regional Director of
Community Affairs for Microsoft,
discussed Microsoft’s funding of
several non-governmental
organizations to teach basic information
and communication technology skills to
potential and actual trafficking victims.
Ms. Tina Auyeung, Vice President of
Human Resources for Liz Claiborne
Inc., discussed her company’s efforts to
combat labor trafficking through
auditing and monitoring, as well as its
employee complaint mechanism. Mr.

Ms. Nuqui with Ms. Amy O’Neill Richard of
the Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons of the US State Dept.
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Iskandar Shalaby, President and CEO of
Egyptian Company for Mobile Services
spoke about his company’s involvement in
the global End Human Trafficking Now
Campaign, while Ms. Melanne Verveer, Co-
founder and Chair of Vital Voices,
discussed the impact of partnerships
between public and private sectors.

The third plenary was titled
Advancing Corporate Social Responsibility
to End Human Trafficking and Forced
Labor. Panelists for this session were Mr.
Roger Plant, Head of the Special Action
Programme to Combat Forced Labour for
the International Labour Organization; Mr.
lan Spaulding, Director of Global
Compliance for Sears, Ine.; Professor
Richard Welford, Director of CSR-Asia:
and, Ms. Susan Young, Vice President of
Manufacturing for Eileen Fisher. They
discussed their company strategies to
combat human trafficking while sustaining
long-term profits. Mr. Hugo Restall, Editor
of the Far Eastern Economic Review,
moderated this plenary discussion. .

There were also break-out
sessions where the summit participants
chose one group to take part in discussions.
These discussions were on the topics
Understanding the challenges and taking
action; Building capacity; and Raising
awareness. There was a healthy discussion
in each of the break-out sessions and
existing best practices from both public and
private sectors were shared. Wy
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