




















8 SINAG/July-September 2007

PMRW CAPACITY BUILDING SEMINADR

The Philippine Migrants Rights Watch
(PMRW) held a 3-day capacity-building
seminar at the La Roca Resort in Laguna
from August 9-11, 2007. The focus of this
year’s workshop is on project
management, advocacy, and lobbying.
Representatives from the member
organizations of PMRW attended the said
seminar. From DAWN, the following
joined the seminar: Carmelita Nuqui, Liza
Garcia, Mary Joy Barcelona, and myself.
I was excited to join this seminar since it
was my first time to join a PMRW activity.

We left our office at around 7:30 in the
morning together with the staff members
of CMA and AOS. When we arrived in
Laguna, there were already other PMRW
members at the resort.

The first order of the day was breakfast,
followed by an orientation. Tita Mel, Sr.
Aida and Fr. Edwin were in charge of
buying food, while the others should assist
in the preparation for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner. The participants were divided into
three groups for the daily tasking.

In the afternoon of day one, Mr. Marte
Rodriguez of the Center for Empowerment
and Resource Management conducted the
team building session. It was an
informative and dynamic discussion. I
learned that teams should have goals,
roles, procedures and relationships. I also
learned that a team to be effective must be
built on trust and that every member of
the team should benefit.

By Maricel V. Canaria

Ms. Annie Baltazar of Misereor conducted
the workshop on How to Make a Project
Proposal. It was a helpful topic, especially
for us who are not familiar with making
project proposals. Fr. Fabio Baggio of
SMC discussed next about Project
Development and Management. After the
discussions, the participants were divided
into groups, according to organization
membership. Lance Velasco of PMRW
Jjoined our group. Everyone shared her/his
inputs and this resulted in the presentation
of a proposal. Liza Garcia presented our
project proposal on theater workshop and
advocacy. After the day’s session, Fr.
Fabio asked each organization to prepare
short presentations for the Solidarity
Night.

Since the officers of the PMRW were still
having their meeting, we grabbed the
chance to swim. While swimming, Liza,
Joy and I discussed our presentation for
the evening. Unfortunately, when the
Solidarity Night started, everyone forgot
about the group presentations because
karaoke singing started. Just the same, we
had lots of fun singing and dancing.
Almost all the participants had the chance
to belt out their favorite songs.

The topic for the third day of the workshop
was on Lobbying and Advocacy. Ms.
Ellene Sana of CMA was to do the

presentation. Unfortunately, our group at
DAWN had to leave before the session
started because of a previous commitment.
Our JFC members will perform at the Mall
of Asia in the afternoon at the invitation
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of Yoshinoya restaurant, in celebration of
the Japan Week. This event was co-
sponsored by the Embassy of Japan and
the Japan Foundation. But before we left
the seminar, we were able to have our
group picture.

[ really enjoyed the capacity-building
seminar. I learned so much from the
discussions and the inputs of the
participants. I was also able to meet new
friends who are also members of PMRW.
I look forward to attending future activities
and events of PMRW. 5§
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People, Diaces, Fyvenis

JFC members of DAWN performing at the Mall of Asia on
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DAWN women members who participated in the Health Seminar
pose with Ms. Mel Nuqui, Ms. Pearl Flores and Ms. Agnes August 11 upon the invitation of Yoshinoya restaurant, the event

Mineko Hara organizer for the Japan Week at MOA
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Ms. Nuqui and Japan Foundation Director Ben Suzuki during the Sikhay member Rosie Verano attending to a customer during the
Japan Week at the Mall of Asia SALT Foundation Bazaar last July 10 in Makati

- ] ‘ A fuidls ; N
Particpants of the PMRW Capacity-Building seminar held
from August 9-11 in Laguna
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Sikhay Corner
By Mary Joy E. Barcelona

Sikhay Trainings for Women

Sikhay has always provided a window of opportunity for our
women members. Those who are willing to learn are always
welcome to avail of our services.

Rosalie Akase joined Sikhay six years ago. She trained as a weaver
and has remained in the center-based program since them. But
Sikhay has always believed that there is more that she can do.
From just weaving, she was trained to do the purchasing of
materials for the project. She learned where to buy and source
threads and other materials for weaving. She was also taught how
to do inventory of the raw materials, the work-in process, and the
finished goods. And to make her task easier, she is now learning
how to use the computer to input the data on inventory. Rosalie
says that learning how to use the computer at her age is a challenge
for her. But she is trying her best.

Rosalie is happy with the development of her work at Sikhay.
Now, she also assists in training other women who want to learn
handloom weaving and be part of Sikhay. To date, she is assisting
in the training of two new members — Mary Jane Kuraoka and
Marian Basanies.

Mary Jane Kuraoka joined DAWN in October 2006. She became
interested to join the Sikhay training in September 2007 because
she was unemployed and has to support the needs of her growing
daughter.

“I do not want to depend on others for my needs and that of my
daughter’s. I want to raise my child well that is why I will work
hard. I want her to have a bright future,” said Jane. “I hope the
training will give me a chance to learn new skills that will
eventually be the source of my income.”

Her daughter Masami Angel is now five years old. She has another
daughter, Satomi Jane, but she succumbed to biliary artesia in
2004.

Marian Basanies is also attending the training in handloom-
weaving. After attending several activities of DAWN, Marian
expressed her interest to join Sikhay.

“Whenever I apply for work, they always ask me about my work
experience and educational background. It has been a long time
since I attended school. I was 17 years old when I started to work
in Japan. I only know how to play the guitar and perform with a
band,” lamented Marian. “So when I learned about DAWN’s skills
training program, I became interested,” she added. “I want to earn
so that I can provide for the needs of my children.”

Marian has three children. Kaezee and Kariza are both in high
school, while Mark, 11, is in Grade IV. (53|

Women and Enterprise Building

On August 30-31, 2007, I attended the Training-Workshop on
Women and Enterprise Building organized by the Institute of
Women’s Studies of St. Scholastica’s College, together with other
members of DAWN. This training-workshop was held at the
Women Ecology Wholeness Farm in Mendez, Cavite. Women
from different groups and NGOs attended the said training.

It was a sharing and learning of ideas, experiences and skills.
Jinuela Nakaya, who has a home-based project on slippers
making, said that the training gave her a deeper understanding of
doing business. She also learned about product costing. Vangie
Cerezo is into buying and selling of biscuits, chocolates, and
Avon products. She said that the training was informative because
she learned a lot from the resource speaker, Ms. Patricia Samia,
and also from the sharing of the other participants. Corazon Garcia
cooks and sells merienda. She sells them to school children in
Lucena City. Cora said that the training has inspired her to work
harder and make her business grow. As for myself, I think the
training-workshop has made us participants more knowledgeable
in handling and developing our individual enterprise fg
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Mary Jane Kuraoka

Marian Basanies during training with Rosalie Akase
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JFC CODRNEDR '

Starting this issue, we are putting up a corner for JFCs. This corner will feature updates on our JFC members, as well as their
creative writings. DAWN encourages all its JFC members to contribute to the newsletter

This quarter's featured JFC is Tadashi Ise. He wrote an essay about his experiences at DAWN. Tadashi is the oldest son of Jocelyn
Ise, a member of Sikhay, DAWN s center-based alternative livelihood program.

TADASHI N. ISE

“I'am Tadashi N. Ise. Since I started to join DAWN’s activities, I felt happy because the staff members at
DAWN are all nice to me. They are helping me cope with my epilepsy. I had to stop school for three years
because of my epilepsy. The staff of DAWN are helping me to be able to g0 back to school next year.

“I feel happy at DAWN because there I met other JFCs like me. | always feel happy when I am in the
company of other JFCs. We study Nihonggo together every Saturday. Hara-sensei teaches us how to speak
Japanese. We also learn Japanese songs.

“At DAWN, I was able to meet many
foreigners who visit the office. There were
American and Japanese visitors who came to our house during their
study tour at DAWN. I enjoyed the interaction with them. It gave me
the chance to practice English.

“I' am thankful to Tita Macoy who comes with me to the PGH every
time I have a check up. I also thank Tita Joy who visits me regularly
and brings me “pasalubong.”

“A most unforgettable experience for me was when I joined the other
JFCs for a performance at the Mall of Asia. I was excited because it
was my first time to perform at a big venue. I am grateful to DAWN, \
especially to Tita Mel, for including me in the presentation. Despite 285
knowing that I have epilepsy, they still considered me for the presentation
that was held last August.

Tadashi with the other contestants in PGH's “Epilepsy
Idol,” a singing contest for epileptic patients of the hospital

“I am now 135 years old and old enough to understand our situation.
hope that DAWN can help me and my siblings get in touch with our Japanese father. I hope that my father will honor his responsibilities

to us”. i3g
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DAWN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT ISS
CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

DAWN Executive Director Carmelita
Nuqui was one of the panelists invited to
speak at the conference on International
Migration, Multi-Local Livelihoods, and
Human Security: Perspectives from
Europe, Asia and Africa that was held in
The Hague from August 30-31, 2007.

Ms. Nuqui was one of the speakers on the
issue of international migration,
citizenship, identities and cultures. She
talked about the issue of the Japanese-
Filipino children and how
migration has shaped and
affected the lives of these
children.

In her discussion, Nuqui traced
the increase in the number of
shin nikkeijins or JFCs as a
result of the influx of Filipino
women ‘entertainers’ to Japan
in the 1980’s. She reported on
the number of recorded
marriages between Japanese
men and Filipino women that
resulted in the birth of the
JFCs. The report likewise
highlighted the situations of
the JFCs in the Philippines and
their current needs. She talked
about the initial survey done by

CJFCA and DAWN on the socio-
demographic profile of the JFCs based on
interviews with 100 mothers of JFCs and
56 JFCs.

The survey findings are quite disturbing
considering the many economic problems
faced by Rilipino women who have
separated from their Japanese partners/
husbands and returned to the Philippines.
Many of the women interviewed said that
their husbands/partners have stopped

supporting them. Many also said that they
are not earning enough to provide for the
needs of their children. It is also sad to
note that some children have not even met
their fathers and to date have not had any
communication with them at all. The issue
of identity and nationality of the JFCs were
also discussed but these would need
further studies.

“In the near future, DAWN will be
conducting further studies to have a better
understanding of other issues
related ta the'situations of
JFCs,” said.Nuqui. “At
present, we are conducting a
nationwide registration of the
JFCs and this will help us
better respond to their
needs,” she continued. (See
related article on Nationwide
Registration)

The said international
conference was sponsored by
the Institute of Social Studies
(ISS) and the Chubu
University of Japan. Experts
from different organizations
from Asia, Africa and Europe
took part in the said
conference. iy
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Development Action for Women Network (DAWN)

’ Room 514 Don Santiago Bldg.
1344 Taft Avenue, Ermita 1000

Manila, PHILIPPINES

Tel. No. (632) 526-9098 Fax (632) 526-9101

E-mail: dawnphil@i-next.net
’ Website: www.dawnphil.org
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