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Aya also expressed hope to one day see her father again.

Kaezee said that when she was doing the art work, she also
could not help but think about her father.

“My sister and I were still babies when our parents separated.
Until now, I still feel empty. Now my mother is both father
and mother to us. Ours is a difficult situation,” said Kaezee.

Twelve year old KC said that even if they are not complete,
her mother and other family members fill up the space left
void by her father. This sentiment was echoed by the other
children.

On his part, 15-year old Tadashi said he could not remember
his father well because he was still very young when they
moved to the Philippines. But Tadashi says that even if their
parents are no longer together, it is still a father’s
responsibility to take care of his children.

Other JFCs also shared their experiences and their
relationships with their families. There were also many
questions raised about how their relationships with their
families can be improved. Other issues such as bullying and
discrimination were also raised. The facilitator, including the
staff of DAWN also shared and provided their inputs on the
issues raised by the children. They were told that the art
workshop is just one of the many activities where they can
express themselves and be assisted to grow and develop.

Ms. Alma Quinto, freelance artists and Arts for Healing
workshop facilitator of CRIBS, facilitated the four-day
workshop héld on November 3, 10, 17 and 24. iy
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS CAMP

In celebration of international human
rights day on December 10, the
Development Action for Women
Network (DAWN) held a 3-day
children’s rights camp for its Japanese-
Filipino children (JFC) members.

The 3-day camp was held at the
Women Ecology and Wholeness Farm
in Mendez, Cavite from November 30
to Decemer 2, 2007. Sixteen JFC
participants aged 10-17 years old took
part in the said camp.

The camp was a celebration of the past
and present experiences of the
Japanese-Filipino children. It was also
an expression of their dreams and
aspirations.

The participants, especially the older
ones, were already knowledgeable and
aware of their basic rights. But there
was still a lot of healthy discussion and

sharing about one’s rights as a child.
Activities such as the human rights
tree, role playing, drawing murals, and
debates were held. Their being half-
Japanese and half-Filipino was also
discussed, including instances when
the children were treated differently
by others for being bi-racial.

The rights of children were discussed
vis-a-vis their responsibilities as
children. Even as children, they have
roles to play and they do count. From
the individual to the family to the
community and to the world, children
can make a difference.

During the discussion about youth and
the world, issues affecting children
were discussed. It was interesting to
note that the three groups picked the
issue of environment as something that
affects them and their future. The
issues of the depletion of the ozone

nghts workshop

layer, flash floods and typhoons
brought about by global warming were
discussed. This just shows that young
people are aware of what is happening
around them and are concerned. After
the discussion about environmental
issues, the JFCs had tree planting.
Each of the three groups was given a
seedling to plant.

While the children did not sleep in
tents, they experienced something
similar to camp life. They were divided
into three groups or troops and each
group had their own name, emblem
and song. They also had campfires. For
two nights, the children had group
presentations and games during
campfire. On the second night, awards
were also given to individual
achievers.

The camp was not just a learning
experience for all the JFC participants.
It was also a time for bonding and
getting to know their fellow JFCs. )3y
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PDeople, Diaces, Fvenits

DAWN staff and members held a one-day activity on DSWD Undersecretary Alicia Bala during her visit to the
November 18 at the Children’s Playground in Luneta together weaving project of DAWN in October
with teachers and students from Chubu University

DAWN participated in the December 18 forum at the Coconut A wanted ad outside one of the nightclubs in the Asakusa
Palace in celebration of the month of overseas Filipinos and district in Japan, photographed in October 2007
International Migrants Day
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Sikhay Corner
By Mary Joy E. Barcelona

The last quarter of
the year was
another chance for
some members to
pursue - further
their skills and to
prove that there is
still a lot more they
can do.

After finishing her
training in basic
weaving, Mary
Jane Kuraoka was
trained to do other
tasks. Aside from
weaving scarves
she now does the
tassels of the scarves.

Rosie Verano has been a full time sewer for quite some
time. Finally, she was ready to take on other tasks besides
sewing. She is now doing the packaging and labeling of
finished goods, as well as the filing of the production slip.

Josephine Avelino is in-charge of pattern making/cutting.
After her training in basic computer, she started to do the

monitoring and inventory of materials and work in process.

Last October she started the quality control of finished

products in sewing.

Aside from individual enhancement of skills, Sikhay
women members were also given the chance to attend other
seminars that will surely enrich their knowledge of
entrepreneurship. Attending different trainings and
workshops are the tools that help members further explore
their abilities. They also help the women understand more
about their work as a whole. They also boost their self-
esteem and help them become self- reliant.

Members Marian Basanies, Diezebel Shimobayashi, Mary
Jane Kuraoka, Marissa Ishiyama, Vangie Cerezo, Jinuela
Nakaya, Jocelyn Ise and Rosalie Akase attended the
Entrepreneurial Orientation last November 20, 2007 that
was conducted by Prof. Cora Mabagos. The orientation
was just the first of a series of seminars to be conducted
by Prof. Mabagos.

During the seminar on Accounting for Non-Accountants with
Prof. Ligaya Espino of PUP

On November 21, 2007
eleven (11) women
attended the Accounting
for Non-accountants
seminar. They are Marian
Basanies, Diezebel
Shimobayashi, Mary
Jane Kuraoka, Marissa
Ishiyama, Vangie Cerezo,
Jinuela Nakaya, Jocelyn
Ise, Rosalie Akase,
Josephine  Avelino,
Juanita Contreras and
Rosie VeranoxProfessor
Ligaya Espino of the
PUP  College of
Accountancy was the
resource speaker. She
taught us basic bookkeeping.

During the last quarter of the year, Sikhay also joined the
bazaar organized by the SALT Foundation in Magallanes,
Makati City. Juanita Contreras and I manned the bazaar,
where we got the chance to meet individuals and groups
who got interested in DAWN’s work, as well as those who
wanted to help promote our products. )

ILs

Prof. Cora Mabagos with participants of the
entrepreneurship orientation
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DAWN STUDY TOUDR

From October 12-25, 2007, DAWN
staff Carmelita Nuqui, Liza Garcia and
Mary Joy Barcelona, together with
members Rosalie Akase and Jinuela
Nakaya went to Japan for a two-week
study tour.

The objective of the said tour was to
expose the participants to Japanese
culture in order to foster better
understanding. The study tour was also
an opportunity to meet new networks
and to have sharing and discussions
with them on various women issues.
For the women members of DAWN’s
alternative livelihood project, it was
also a chance for exposure to the
Japanese market. To date, Japan
remains the largest market for Sikhay
products. Through the visit to fair trade
shops, the women had a better idea of
the trends in Japanese market and
customer preferences of products. Fair
trade shops that were visited were the
Narunia Fair Trade shop in Niigata,
Patchwork in Tokyo and Saitama,
People Tree and Grassroots in Tokyo.
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The study tour was likewise an
opportunity to establish and strengthen
networks with Japanese NPOs and
other organizations. The DAWN
participants also attended forums
where they were able to share their
experiences. The women also
presented an excerpt of the musical
play “Misty” before the Japanese
audience. Forums were held at the
Tokyo Women’s Plaza, at the
Yokohama National University, at the
Niigata University for International
Information Studies, with the Niigata
NPO network, at the Chubu
University, and in Osaka. A round-
table discussion on the issues of
trafficking and fair trade was held at
the National Women’s Education
Center (NWEC). Informal discussions
were also held with members of
Kalakasan.

With WE21 in Yokohama, the
participants were taught how to make
accessories out of recycled materials.
Another interesting visit was the one
made at the Aji Sai Women’s

Cooperative in Saitama. The
participants were most impressed with
the old women who were still active
in the labor force.

The participants also had the
opportunity to sample Japanese
traditional culture during a session
organized by women volunteers of the
National Women’s Education Center
(NWEC). The Filipino guests were
treated to authentic Japanese tea
ceremony. They also wore traditional
Japanese kimonos and had a lesson in
ikebana, or the art of flower
arrangement.

Indeed the tour was a learning
experience for the participants. At the
same time, they were able to project
women’s issues and share their
experiences with the Japanese people.

The study tour was made possible
through the Japan Foundation Grant
Program for Culiural Exchange at the
Grassroots Level. ry
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CARAM Asia’s 2nd GCeneral Assembly

and 10th Year Anniversary

After years of struggling to bring meaning to the life and health of migrants, the Coordination of Action Research on AIDS and Mobility
in Asia or CARAM Asia recently celebrated its 10" year anniversary. To commemorate the event and International Migrants’ Day,
CARAM held a street march in Phnom Penh with the theme “Stop Violence Against Migrant Workers!”

CARAM Asia is a regional network of NGOs and CBOs working on migration and health issues. To date, it has 27 member organizations
from 16 countries in Asia and the Middle East. CARAM Asia is actively involved in action research, advocacy and capacity building,
aimed at creating an enabling environment to empower migrants, their families, and communities to reduce HIV vulnerability and to

CARAM Asia members unfold the CARAM quilt during the
10th year anniversary celebration

promote and protect the rights of Asian migrant workers globally.

The celebration of CARAM’s 10™ anniversary also coincided with
the holding of CARAM’s 2™ General Assembly. The General
Assembly is CARAM’s highest decision making body. Important
directions and future strategies were deliberated and~decided on
during the General Assembly. This included the approval of CARAM
Asia’s Constitution as well as the election of a new set of Board
members.

DAWN is pleased to announce that its Executive Director, Carmelita
G. Nuqui, was elected for a two-year term as Board Member of
CARAM Asia. Aside from Nuqui, the other leaders elected to the
CARAM Asia Board were Irene Fernandez of Tenaganita, Malaysia;
Ganesh Gurung of the Nepal Institute of Development Studies;
Ashutosh Saxena of the South Asian Research and Development
Initiative, India; Sakiul Millat Morshed of Shikkha Shastha Unnayan
Karzakam, Bangladesh; and, Zia Ahmad Awan of Lawyers for Human
Rights & Legal Aid, Pakistan.

DAWN is a member of CARAM’s Task Forces on the State of Health
of Migrants, and Migration, Health and Globalization. ™%
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