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CHILDREN'S RIGHT TO JAPANESE NATIONALITY

The fight for paternal recognition
and children’s right to Japanese
nationality has been on-going for
more than two decades now for
former Filipina entertainers and
the Japanese-Filipino children
(JFCs) who returned to the Philip-
pines. The Japan Supreme Court
ruling granting Japanese national-
ity to ten Japanese-Filipino chil-
dren (JFCs) was therefore a wel-
come development. It is recogni-
tion of children’s right to national-
ity as stipulated in the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC), to which both Japan
and the Philippines are signato-
ries. The ruling, which took the
courts more than three years to
decide, paves the way for many
JFCs, as well as other children
borne of Japanese fathers with
foreign women, to seek Japanese

‘. 3 ~
| INS

Unity Statement

| DAWN-Japan Study Tour 4

o

JFCs in Cebu 5

Healing Wounds from the Past 6

Parenting and Family 7
l Dynamics

Fiona from Vienna 9
I‘ Sikhay Corner 10

People, Places, Events 11

l Foreign Domestic Workers’ 12
' Forum

nationality as well. It has
implications for thou-
sands of JFCs residing
both in the Philippines
and in Japan.

DAWN, Batis and Mali-
gaya House, who have
been working with moth-
ers and their JFCs for
decades, lauded the deci-
sion. In a Press Confer-
ence sponsored by the
Foreign Correspondents
Association of the Philippines
(FOCAP) on August 4, the three
organizations joined Atty. Hironori
Kondo of the Center for Japanese
Filipino Children’'s Network to
make their voices heard on how
the decision would affect JFCs in
the Philippines. They were joined
by four JFCs who also expressed

their views on the ruling.

While the NGOs recognize and
acknowledge the right of the
mothers and the JFCs to travel
and choose their place of resi-
dence, they also cautioned and

Continued on page 5

International Conference on Gender,
Migration and Development

From September 25-26, 2008,
the International Conference on
Gender, Migration and Develop-
ment was held in Manila. Its ob-
jective was to facilitate the ex-
change of knowledge and best
practices in promoting opportuni-
ties and gender equality for
women migrants, enhancing their
contribution to development and
upholding their rights and those
of their families; to infuse a gen-
der perspective and rights-based
approach to policies, programs,
and services on migration; and to
contribute to the mainstreaming
of a gender perspective in the

deliberations of the 2nd Global
Forum of Migration and Develop-
ment to be held in Manila on 27-
30 October 2008.

Hosted by the Philippine Govern-
ment, the said conference ran for
two days. It had a plenary session
and eight (8) simultaneous discus-
sion sessions allotted for each
day. Topics discussed during the
sessions included the social costs
and benefits of migration, impact
of migration on children and fami-
lies of migrant workers, trafficking
in persons, domestic workers’

Continued on page 5
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UNITY STATEMENT OF NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND
JAPANESE-FILIPINO CHILDREN’S ORGANIZATION ON THE
JAPAN SUPREME COURT DECISION ON NATIONALITY

The Batis Center for Women, the Development Action for Women Net-
work (DAWN), the Maligaya House and the Citizen’s Network for Japa-

nese-Filipino Children (CNJFC), along with the organization of Japa- (e o nen gonoraliy
nese-Filipino children, Batis-YOGHI (Youth Organization that Gives of Yabaneso-Flpine childrern wh
Hope and Inspiration), laud the Japan Supreme Court landmark deci- o &7

sion which granted Japanese nationality to 10 Japanese-Filipino chil- will makee the decision to acquire U4
dren residing in Japan. The plaintiffs in the case are offsprings of Fili- L iy and Lo in )

pino mothers and Japanese fathers who were not married at the time
of their birth and were recognized by their fathers only after their birth. thor s homeland to onjoy the
With the June 4, 2008 Supreme Court decision, Japanese-Filipino chil- 4 5 A
dren who would like to exercise their rightful claim to acquire their fa-  pridages and ofpporiuniiies and al;

ther’s nationality now have the legal basis to do so. o5 p s iie| pEL
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Prior to this decision, children who were born out of wedlock between rasbordibilities of being @ Yabaresd
foreign women with Japanese men and who were not recognized by ¢ g g i
the latter while they were still in their mothers’ wombs were deemed A

ineligible to acquire Japanese nationality. This provision in Japan's Na-

tionality Law deprived thousands of Japanese-Filipino children, and

thousands more children from interracial relationships between foreign women and Japanese men whose
birth circumstances are similar to that of Japanese-Filipino children, of the opportunity to exercise their right
to acquire their father’s nationality.

International human rights instruments guarantee children’s right to nationality. Article 7.1 of the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC) states that “The child shall be registered immediately after birth and

shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality, and as far as possible, the right to
know and be cared for by his or her parents.” Furthermore, the recognition and enjoyment of children of their
rights including their right to nationality is reiterated in Article 2 of the CRC: 1) States Parties shall respect
and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimi-
nation of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other
status; and 2) States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against
all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs
of the child’s parents, legal guardians, or family members.

The emergence of the new generation of Japanese-Filipino children is an offshoot of the migration of Filipino
women to work in Japan as overseas performing artists in the past three decades. Thousands of Filipino
women had relationships with Japanese men, mostly their customers, and a significant number of these rela-
tionships resulted in the birth of Japanese-Filipino children. Unfortunately, some of the men with whom the
women had relationships already had families of their own while others were unwilling to commit themselves.
In the case of those who got married, some unions did not work out and ended in divorce or abandonment of
the Filipino wife and Japanese-Filipino children. Many of the children were unable to acquire Japanese na-
tionality because of the civil status of their parents or due to the latter’s unfamiliarity with the law.

For nearly two and a half decades, Japanese-Filipino children have been contending with various issues
faced by offsprings of bi-racial unions and as children of female overseas Filipino workers. Foremost of which
is that they were raised solely in the Philippines by their Filipino mothers many of whom continue the daily
struggle to address even the most basic of needs without support from the Japanese fathers. With their dis-
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tinctive Japanese features and names, the gap between the public’'s expectation that Japanese people are
{nh and the realities of many Japanese-Filipino children and the financial difficulties that they have become
”ced to in the Philippines bears down heavily on them. Japanese-Filipino children living in the Philippines
:|sso face discrimination and ridicule stemming from the public’s negative perception of their mother’s work in
Japan and for being different from other children. And for the Japanese-Filipino children themselves, ques-
tions on their identity rankle as they try to deal with the myriad of challenges faced by children and adoles-
cents going through the process of establishing their own identities.

While Batis Center for Women, DAWN, Maligaya House and the CNJFC, and Batis-YOGHI welcome the de-
i cision, we would like to reiterate our call for the equal application of the law for all Japanese-Filipino children

and other interracial children in similar circumstances, regardless of whether they are in Japan or in the Phil-
t ippines or the country of their mother’s birth. Given that the 10 Japanese-Filipino children who filed the case
for the acquisition of their nationality were granted their cause, we demand that Japanese-Filipino children in
the Philippines and interracial children residing in their mother’s birth country who are in the same situation
should also be granted the same rights.

——

We also caution the public against elements who are out to take advantage of the Supreme Court decision to
recruit Japanese-Filipino children of working age to go to Japan. Given the historical significance and public
perception of Japan as an important destination country for migrant workers, coupled with the drastic reduc-
¢ tion of deployed overseas Filipino workers to Japan in recent years, the Supreme Court decision might lead
people to conclude that there is now a market for Japanese-Filipino children living in the Philippines to work
in Japan. Many Japanese-Filipino children and their mothers who continue to struggle in life might become
vulnerable to unscrupulous elements who will take advantage of their difficult plight to recruit them for possi-
ble exploitative work in Japan. We want to see the new generation of Japanese-Filipino children who will
¢ make the decision to acquire their father’s nationality and live in the father's homeland to enjoy the privileges
I and opportunities and also fulfill the attending duties and responsibilities of being a Japanese national. We do
not want them to end up as victims of the machinations of unscrupulous individuals and groups who will take
. advantage of and exploit their Japanese heritage to meet Japan’'s demand for low-skilled workers.
¢ We also appeal to Japanese-Filipino children and their mothers to weigh things carefully before making a de-
o cision. Nationality is not just about rights, privileges and opportunities for self-development and social and
ir economic inclusion and advancement. It also carries with it identification with the country, its people, history;
) culture, and way of life. The Japan Supreme Court decision has finally opened doors which were previously
i- closed to thousands of Japanese-Filipino children. We recognize that because we all have been pounding on
- these doors for nearly three decades, a wave of emotions resulting from the deprivation of Japanese-Filipino
yr children’s right to their father’s nationality might result in a stampede to acquire Japanese nationality on the
st basis of misinformation and incorrect understanding of the Supreme Court decision. We appeal to Japanese-
s Filipino children and their mothers to take pause, review and re-assess our motivations and priorities before
making the decision to lay claim on their father's nationality. And when Japanese-Filipino children do come to
that decision, let us all make sure that it is done in the right way to ensure the full and unhampered enjoyment
. of Japanese-Filipino children of their rights as Japanese nationals.

lo SIGNED:

® Batis Center for Women
 Batis-YOGHI (Youth Organization that Gives Hope and Inspiration)
f Citizen’s Network for Japanese-Filipino Children (CNJFC)
" Development Action for Women Network (DAWN)
Maligaya House

: 04 August 2008
y
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DAWN-Japan Study Tour

From August 27 to 30, seven
graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents from various universities in
Japan came over to Manila to
learn more about Philippines-
Japan relations. This year's par-
ticipants are Chieko Katsumata of
Waseda University, Naomi Sa-
kakibara and Yuko Ogawa of
Kanda Unviersity of International
Studies, Shiho Nakai and lzumi
Akiike of the Hototsubashi Univer-
sity, Yuko Fujimoto of the Univer-
sity of Tokyo, and Dugu Chanjue
from the Yokohama National Uni-
versity. DAWN-Japan volunteers
Chiho Ogaya and Yuuki Nozaki
accompanied the group and pro-
vided them with assistance. An-
other DAWN-Japan volunteer,
Kaori Yasui, also came and joined
in some of the visits.

The group’s first stop was at the
office of DAWN. They were
briefed on the work of DAWN, its
programs and services for its
women and Japanese-Filipino
children (JFC) clients. They also
visited the sewing and weaving
projects of DAWN and learned
more about its alternative liveli-
hood project.
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Orientation at DAWN office

From DAWN, the group went to
the Philippine Senate to get ac-
quainted with the Philippine legis-
lative process. They were given a
tour of the Senate by the staff
from the Office of — Relations and
Protocol, after which they met
with Senator Pia Cayetano. Direc-
tor Antoinette Aristoza provided
them with a short briefing on the
Philippine legislative process.
They also had a discussion with
the Staff from the Senate on is-
sues pertaining to the JPEPA.
The group was also brought to the
Session Hall to observe Senate
while in session. At that time, the
Senators were debating on the
issue of the JPEPA.

Aside from the Philippine Senate,
the group also visited the office of
the Commission on Filipinos
Overseas (CFO). They met with
Executive Director Jennifer Gon-
zales and were briefed on the
work of the CFO.

At the Nihongo Center Founda-
tion, the study tour participants
were not only briefed with what
the center does, but had an inter-
action with the Japanese lan-
guage students of the center. Vis-

its to the Japan Foundation,
Gloucester Foundation, the Japan
International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) office and the UP-ITTC
project of JICA were also con-
ducted.

On August 29, the group visited
the home of some of DAWN's cli-
ents. The participants had a
chance to see for themselves how
women returnees from Japan and
their children cope. They asked
questions to the women and the
children about their situations. On
August 30, the group returned to
DAWN for an interaction with the
other women members of DAWN.
Three women members of DAWN
shared with the study tour partici-
pants their experiences as mi-
grant workers in Japan. After the
discussion with the women, they
had an interaction with the Japa-
nese-Filipino children members of
DAWN. They played games, sang
songs, danced, and did origami.

DAWN-Japan facilitated the visit

of these students in coordination
with DAWN.

Home visit in Singalong
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INTERNATIONAL...Continued from p. 1

rights, and other gender related
migration issues.

About three hundred (300) partici-
pants from Government senior

' officials, civil society, women and
" migrant advocacy groups, chil-

N N

dren's advocacy groups, NGOs,
religious groups, federations,
trade unions, the academe, pri-
vate sector, international and re-
gional organizations attended the
Conference. DAWN Executive
Director Carmelita Nuqui and Liza
Garcia attended the said confer-
ence.

The Conference came up with a
Call to Action that listed a set of
recommended actions to uphold
the rights of migrant women work-
ers.

" The National Commission on the
" Role of Filipino Women (NCRFW)

— o~

—

served as the Convenor, in part-
nership with the United Nations
Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM), the International La-
bour Organization (ILO), the
United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), Women and Gender
Institute-Miriam College- (WAGI-
Miriam College), Lola Grande
Foundation for Women and Chil-
dren, Inc.,, and Migrant Forum
Asia/Migrant Rights International
(MFA/MRI).

CHILDREN'’S...Continued from p. 1

Mel Nuqui of DAWN, Andrea Anolin of Batis and Naoko Kono of Maligaya House

advised them to be careful of ille-
gal recruiters and unscrupulous
individuals who might take advan-
tage of them.

“The decision to leave the country
should be given careful consid-
eration. We would like to remind
the mothers and the JFCs to
make informed decisions before
going to Japan,” said DAWN Ex-
ecutive Director Carmelita Nuqui.
She also added that there is a
need for the Japanese govern-
ment, as well as the various
NPOs in Ja-
pan, to
monitor the
situation of
those who
will be going
to Japan to
ensure that
their rights
and welfare
are guaran-
teed.

DAWN, Ba-
tis and Mali-
gaya House
are now

consulting each other on their
next steps to be taken in relation
to the Supreme Court ruling. The
heads of the three organizations
have agreed to a uniform classifi-
cation of cases and documentary
requirements in the processing of
applications for nationality. They
have also made efforts to inform
and update their clients on the
new developments. DAWN'’s So-
cial Services department has
started providing information to its
members in Manila about nation-
ality issues. On September 27
and October 4, DAWN Research
and Advocacy Officer Liza Garcia
had discussions with mothers and
JFCs in Cebu and Davao, respec-
tively, to update them on the new
developments and to answer their
questions about some JFC-
related issues.

We wish to thank Mr. Sakai of the Manila
Shimbun for the photos used for this
article. They were taken from the press
conference held on August 4, 2008
at the Mandann Hotel.
























